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There’s no suggestion here about 
falling off a cliff-edge. Neither any 
uncertainty about the end result. 

Challenges and setbacks will arise, but 
the final goal is beyond doubt.

Concerning the future of the Church, 
the Body of Christ, we can be joyfully 
confident that what God began to build, 
He will complete. To proclaim Jesus Christ; 
his incarnation, life, death, resurrection 
and Lordship. To receive forgiveness of sin 
and the assurance of eternal life. This is 
the making of mission.

Our April edition focuses on mission as 
the Good News for Europe. Whatever else 
happens, we have hope. Our friend, Jim 

Memory, from Redcliffe College, sets the 
scene for future mission in Europe. You 
can read about the Bulgarian believers 
who demonstrated their confidence 
in God and experienced a miraculous 
answer to prayer to enable the mission to 
proceed. We also have more encouraging 
stories of mission endeavours by our 
partners in Bulgaria, Moldova and Serbia 
and we honour the vision of TEN pioneer, 
Gary Cox who, with Nicky Gumbel, 
introduced the Alpha course into Eastern 
Europe. Our Heart Cry prayer diary shares 
specific prayer requests from our partners. 
By praying, you too are making mission. 
Thank you for all your support for TEN. 

EDITORIAL

The words of Jesus, ‘Upon this rock, I will build 
My church and the gates of Hades will not prevail 

against it’, present an unshakeable guarantee.
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Cover photo:  
Mission making at Impact Kosovo 2018

I love the dictionary definition of 
mission; the subject of this magazine. 
“A mission is an important assignment 
given to a person or group of people, and 
especially one that involves travel.” 

There are many things we do that can be described 
as a mission. In the Bible we read about men and 
women of God sent on specific missions. There are 
several key components of a mission we should 
consider. These include; being sent, having delegated 
authority, following clear instructions, understanding 
the objectives and going in obedience. 

For us as Christians, our mission is the Great 
Commission given to us by Jesus, “Go and make 
disciples of all nations, teaching then to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28: 19–20.)

During my time as CEO of TEN, I have been inspired 
by so many of our partners in Europe. These are 
men and women who are truly on a mission to make 
disciples of Jesus and who I’ve been privileged to 
meet, and now count as friends. This experience 
has had a profound impact on me and my personal 
responsibility to mission. Linking Hebrews 12 verse 1 
to our ‘commission to mission’ brings a real imperative. 
We are implored to throw off everything that would 
slow us down and to run with perseverance the race 
(our mission) marked out for us. 

As you read the stories of mission in this magazine, 
I pray you will be inspired to run with endurance the 
mission to which God has called you. Thank you so 
much for your support during my time as CEO. I know 
the TEN team will press on, under the new leadership 
of James Vaughton, and continue to strengthen local 
churches across Europe, by helping our partners fulfil 

their mission in transforming lives. 
It’s been an amazing privilege and 

honour to partner with you all in the 
Gospel across Europe. Thank you and 
be richly blessed.

Gerry Partridge,  
CEO, Transform Europe Network
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – PRAY FOR BULGARIA

It is with much joy that Christians in Bulgaria are praising God for the 
miraculous turn-around by the government regarding proposals to restrict 

the freedoms of believers and the activities and funding of churches.

Bulgarian church leaders maintain prayer vigil

Just before Christmas, the dramatic 
breakthrough came during the 
parliamentary voting on the second 

reading of the amendments to the 
Religious Denominations Act 2002, 
when all the controversial changes were 
suddenly dropped. 

Church leaders, with support from 
thousands of Christians across Bulgaria, 
had engaged in eight weeks of peaceful 
protest and public prayers, often in severe 
wintery weather. Churches were united 
and defiant in the face of threats by the 
law-makers, and leaders were resolved 
to maintain their freedoms to preach the 
Gospel and freely assemble together, 
whatever the cost. 

TEN’s partners in Bulgaria are grateful 
for the prayers of UK Christians during 
this difficult period and for the many 

supporters who wrote to their MEPs to 
exert influence on Bulgaria as an EU state. 

Pastor Theodor Oprenov from First 
Baptist Church, Sofia reports, “God has 
granted us a remarkable blessing, by 
allowing us to see the will of the political 
powers changed. We are fully aware that 
this would not have happened without the 
prayers and strong international support 
that questioned the intentions of the law-
makers, and the persistent protesting and 
lobbying within the country.” 

Evangelical leaders in Bulgaria are 
mindful that despite the change of heart 
by the government on this occasion, 
the long-term future remains uncertain. 
There are dark forces at work that wish 
to eliminate the Christian Church and 
prevent the proclamation of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Ongoing prayer is required. 

MIRACULOUS ANSWER TO PRAYER IN 

BULGARIA
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GOOD NEWS FOR 
EUROPE

“

An evangelical response to the issues facing Europe 
contributed by Jim Memory, International Leadership 

Team of the European Christian Mission and lecturer in 
European Mission at Redcliffe College, UK. 

There was a time when Europe and 
Christendom were inextricably linked. 
From Athlone to Athens, from Madrid 

to Moscow, the peoples of Europe found a 
common hope and identity in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ. The nations may have 
fought each other with alarming regularity, 
but one thing they did agree on was that 
the message of Jesus Christ was good 
news for Europe. 

Then Christendom crumbled. Through 
the 19th and 20th centuries Europeans 
increasingly looked to science and 
progress, to economics and secular politics, 
for the answers to their problems. In 
essence, they put their faith and hope in 
‘another Gospel’. Yet today that confidence 
is being shaken by the economic, 
environmental, political, social and spiritual 
realities of 21st-century Europe. 

This article reviews the crucial issues 
that Europe faces today from a Gospel 
perspective, in full conviction that the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ continues to be the 
only genuine hope for Europe.

ECONOMIC CRISIS

The global financial crash in 2008 had a 
devastating impact on many European 
countries, leading to economic recession, 
severe public sector cutbacks and rising 
unemployment. Ten years later things have 
scarcely improved. Growth recovered for 
a while but has slowed again and in some 
countries, unemployment is still a major 
issue. A third of all Greek and Spanish 
young people are without a job. 
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – FEATURE ARTICLE

Jim Memory

Continued »

This article has been revised from one originally published in Echoes Magazine.
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – FEATURE ARTICLE

The implications of Brexit will only 
become clear in the years ahead, but most 
analysts believe it will have a negative 
impact on the European economy. 

Yet across Europe, churches have 
responded to this economic crisis with 
food banks, free debt counselling and 
employment initiatives. As Europeans’ 
confidence in a future of material 
prosperity is shaken, the Church has a 
tremendous opportunity to demonstrate 
that our confidence is not in the  
treasures of this world, but in the riches 
of the Kingdom.

POLITICAL INSTABILITY 

Europe’s economic situation is exacerbated 
by political instability. Nationalist, populist 
and xenophobic movements are gaining 
strength in many parts of Europe. They 
tap into popular discontent and point the 
finger at migrants as the ones to blame. 
In Catalonia and elsewhere, nationalists 

are pushing ever more fervently for 
independence. And in the east, a perceived 
threat to the Russian-speaking minority 
led to Russia’s annexation of Crimea and 
‘occupation’ of southeastern Ukraine. 

And all that is before we even mention 
Brexit. Euroscepticism used to be a British 
peculiarity, however, it can now be found 
almost everywhere in Europe. Anti-
austerity, anti-European Union (EU) parties 
have emerged in Greece, Portugal, Spain 
and elsewhere. But Britain’s decision to 
leave the EU introduces a whole new level 
of uncertainty, for it is an existential threat 
to the EU itself and is likely to dominate 
European political discussions for years  
to come. 

The Gospel is a message of peace and 
reconciliation with God, but also with 
our neighbour. As God’s new society, the 
Church is called to demonstrate a different 
way of relating to one another that sees 
beyond our national identity to our identity 
in Christ: ‘Here there is no Gentile or Jew…

Alexander Nevsky Cathedral in Sofia, Bulgaria
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – FEATURE ARTICLE

but Christ is all, and is in all’ (Col. 3:11). 
As our political context is shaken, we 
have an opportunity to take the Christian 
voice into the public square to speak for 
justice, peace and solidarity, not as political 
slogans but Gospel realities. There was a 
marked contrast between the 1,000’s of 
prayerful believers in Bulgaria who recently 
protested peacefully on the streets of Sofia 
for eight weeks, following the proposed 
government restrictions to Christian 
freedoms and the violent, ongoing protests 
in France by the ‘yellow jackets’.

 
SOCIAL UNREST

We all remember the images from 2015/16 
of boats arriving in Greece, of refugees 
traversing Europe, of fences being put 
up to protect borders and of refugee 
camps being hastily constructed to house 
thousands of desperate people. Christians 
have been prominent in the agencies 
who have attended to these refugees in 
Greece, Italy and on routes through the 

Balkans. Perhaps even more significantly, 
churches have taken the lead in reaching 
out to refugees on their arrival in countries 
such as Germany and Sweden. Amazing 
stories of sizeable numbers of baptisms are 
beginning to emerge as Iraqis, Syrians and 
others turn to Christ in Europe. 

Yet the arrival of refugees is not 
always seen as good news. Uncontrolled 
migration generates social unrest as 
settled communities struggle to adapt to 
the new reality, and the aforementioned 
xenophobic movements take advantage of 
that. In God’s name, Christians must defend 
the cause of the fatherless and the widow, 
and love the foreigner residing among 
them, giving food and clothing (Deut. 
10:18). But they must also work tirelessly 
to demonstrate that the Gospel is not just 
good news for migrants but good news 
for all. Churches must be just as active in 
helping settled communities to adapt to 
foreigners in their midst as they are to help 
the migrants.

Refugees reach Europe

Continued »
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – FEATURE ARTICLE

ENVIRONMENTAL THREAT

The economic, political and social crises 
in Europe over the last few years have 
put environmental issues into the shade. 
However, the recent reports by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
have left us with no room for doubt. Despite 
its wealth and resources, Europe will not 
escape the impact of climate change in the 
decades to come. 

All but one of the 16 warmest years on 
record have occurred since the turn of the 
millennium. Across Europe, flooding has 
become increasingly common and this will 
have a huge impact on life in the future. 
Christians’ engagement in environmental 
issues and in specific environmental 
initiatives will move from the margins  
to the mainstream of European mission in 
the future.

SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE 

Finally, Christians face two clear spiritual 
challenges in Europe today: Islam and 
secularism. 

Islam is a missionary religion and 
the confident, unapologetic and all-
encompassing Muslim world view sits 
uneasily in the European secular public 
sphere. Belgium, France, the Netherlands 
and most recently Bulgaria have passed 
laws banning the wearing of the burka. 
Nationalists in certain Central and Eastern 
European countries have been quick to 
see Muslim migrants as a threat to their 
‘Christian’ identity. 

As Christians, should we see the presence 
of Muslims in Europe as a threat or an 
opportunity, or perhaps both? Regardless 
of how we answer that question, many 
Muslims in Europe, some who originate 
from countries where the Gospel cannot 
be proclaimed openly, are turning to Christ. 
Muslims are often more willing to discuss 

spiritual matters than European Christians 
are to talk to them! 

Yet it is not Islam but secularism that is 
the greatest spiritual challenge in Europe 
today. The public sphere in many European 
countries is tremendously hostile towards 
Christianity. When liberal, secular ideas 
come into conflict with traditional Christian 
teaching on the family, human dignity or 
sexuality, the pressure is intense. During 
the first three centuries after Christ, to be a 
Christian in Europe was to risk persecution. 
In some parts of Europe, we are not far from 
that prospect once again. 

More noxious still is the irrepressible 
influence of secular consumerism, the 
unconscious creed of ‘I shop, therefore I 
am’, where people understand their worth 
by what they can buy. If you cannot buy, 
then you borrow. Not so long ago the 
peoples of Europe and Asia united around 
a creed that put Jesus Christ at the centre 
of everything. Today our creed is credit; our 
existential need to buy is at the centre of 
most Europeans’ daily lives. 

How we live as European Christians is 
a powerful testimony of what we believe. 
How we use our wealth, our time and our 
resources points to what we consider of 
greatest value. So the question is: are we 
really living any differently from those 
around us? 

WHAT HOPE FOR EUROPE? 

There was a time when Europeans believed 
that the message of Jesus Christ was good 
news for Europe. As the secular hope for 
economic growth, political shalom, social 
harmony, environmental balance and 
spiritual peace proves increasingly futile, 
it is a moment for Europe’s churches and 
individual Christians to stand up and 
proclaim fearlessly the good news of Jesus 
Christ anew. For He was, is, and always will 
be, the only hope for Europe.
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When an evangelical church faces 
superstition and is viewed as a 
dangerous sect, mission is a big 

challenge. However, when Serbian pastor, 
Zoli Vegel heard about the possibility of 
the church hosting Joe Ellison and his 
American Christian Gospel and Rock band, 
he jumped at the opportunity. It should 
be said, Zoli enjoys listening to rock music 
and loves his guitar, drums and clarinet, 
(though not all at the same time). 

The next decision was more difficult. 
Performing at a local coffee house would 
restrict the ability to share the Gospel 
message. Fitting Joe and his band into a 
regular church service would fail to impress 
this particular audience. Zoli and the church 
prayed, and an idea was born. 

Zoli explained, “We decided to turn 
our church sanctuary in Sombor into a 
coffee bar venue, with the purpose of 
bringing new people in, giving them a good 
time, sharing the Gospel message and 
establishing new contacts. We raised up 
the stage, brought in tall bar tables from a 
local disco, arranged seating and created 
a light show. The room was transformed. It 
really looked like a coffee bar with a very 
relaxed, cool atmosphere. I called up two 
friends who work as waiters; they agreed to 
help out for free. 

We advertised the event as ‘Gospel & 
Blues & Rock night @ PCF Coffee Club’ (PCF 
– Protestant Christian Fellowship). I asked a 
friend who has a local blues band to play as 

a warm up performance. Usually when  
they play, the guys bring along their 
girlfriends and other fans. To our total 
surprise, around 60–70 people came! 
Approximately 50 of those were non-
Christians. Most of them didn’t have a clue 
that they were in the Protestant church.  

The event was very well received, and  
it ended up with an American-Serbian  
jam session. 

In the middle of the event I shared 
with the audience what PCF stands for 
and spoke about the good news of Jesus. 
Unfortunately, I have no idea if any people 
became Christians. However, the message 
was very well received and at least some 
seeds were sown. We also established 
contact with around 25 new people. 

Even though we knew that this was 
maybe a controversial idea for mission, in 
the end we were very happy that we did it.

GOSPEL GIG GETS GROOVY IN 
SERBIA

Zoli Vegel, Sombor Christian Fellowship, Serbia

TRANSFORMING EUROPE – EVANGELISM

Joe Ellison – Run with Patience
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THANK YOU LETTER FROM CEO GERRY PARTRIDGE

Dear friends,

I personally want to thank you for your faithful prayers, generosity and 
commitment to the work of TEN during the past financial year. Through your 
support, the local church across Europe continues to grow and many lives 
have been transformed by the power of the Gospel message. It has been so 
encouraging to read reports of numerous people finding faith in Jesus and many 
being baptised. It is a real privilege to be working with our 60 partners, on your 
behalf, in sharing the Gospel of Jesus across Europe. We continue to pray, ‘Let 
Your Kingdom come …. in Europe.’

Europe continues to face uncertainty and rather than seeking after God’s ways, 
many people focus on money, possessions, pleasure and secularism. There 
remains an imperative to share the message of Jesus to the peoples of continental 
Europe. Our commission is to go and make disciples. He is the answer to the 
challenges we face today. Let’s press on in the work to which God has called us.

I trust you will continue to stand with us in prayer and support. Together we can 
make a difference as we support our amazing partners in Europe, who serve God 
faithfully by sharing Christ’s message of compassion, love and power. We are 
excited and expectant about what God has in store for TEN’s mission in Europe, 
whatever the consequences of Brexit. We serve a faithful and an extravagant God. 

This new financial year heralds a change in the leadership, as I step down as CEO 
on the 31st May, and hand the baton on to the new CEO, James Vaughton. I’m sure 
you will provide James with the same support you have given me over the years. 
Let’s continue to work together in partnership in the Gospel and point Europe to 
Christ. You can continue to help: 

Pray. Be a prayer warrior and join our team of intercessors praying for Europe. 

Give. Arrange a monthly standing order or direct debit for the work of TEN.

Go. Join a short-term mission team to help one of our partner’s projects. 

Find out how to Pray, Give or Go at ten-uk.org/get-involved  
or contact the TEN office. 

Thank you so much for your involvement in TEN over the last year and for being 
part of this strategic ministry. May you be richly blessed as you continue to 
support TEN.

Yours in Christ,

Gerry Partridge, Chief Executive Officer
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—  APRIL 2019  —

TOMISLAV DOBUTOVIC 
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

1 Please pray for the follow up with 
new contacts made at the recent 
church-led Refugee Highway 
Partnership conference in 
Sarajevo.

2 Pray that the Bible Institute seminars in Sarajevo 
will continue to equip believers to become 
new pastors and evangelists in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

3 Pray that God would raise up local men and 
women as leaders in Sarajevo Baptist Church.

4 Pray that the Sarajevo Baptist Church worship 
team would be blessed and encouraged in their 
ministry.

ROUMEN IVANOV 
BULGARIA

5 Pray for this week’s Hem of His 
Garment programme that will 
support fifteen women who are at 
risk of abuse. 

BESA SHAPLLO 
ALBANIA

6 Pray that the Lord would open 
new pathways for our ministry 
among the people of Bathore and 
make effective our evangelistic 
projects.

7 Pray that the church volunteers would be ‘salt 
and light’ in the Bathore area through the Hope 
Centre programmes.

8 Pray that each member of the Bathore youth 
group would experience the presence of the 
Lord in the meetings. 

9 Pray that the seeds of faith being planted in the 
lives of children at the Miracle Bible Clubs in 
Bathore would be fruitful. 

10 Please pray that God would enable young 
Albanians to attend and be impacted by 
Christian conferences. 

PETRE PETROV 
MACEDONIA

11 Please pray for the leadership 
training sessions led by pastor 
Wayne Neuper from Dresden, 
Germany from 12th–13th April

MARIAN SERBAN 
ROMANIA

12 Pray that each rescued child in our 
residential care would get to know 
God in a deeper way.

13 Pray for good grades and the educational 
progress of the children in residential care in 
Constanta.

14 Pray that the whole team of Project Romanian 
Rescue staff and volunteers will be filled with 
God’s love and wisdom. 

15 Pray that the Project Romanian Rescue hospital 
visitors would be able to bless the families of 
babies under medical care.

16 Pray that God would encourage more sponsors 
to support the work and vision of Project 
Romanian Rescue.

DUSAN BEREDI 
SERBIA

17 Pray for the team from the United 
States helping with evangelism 
and building up contacts among 
the people of Novi Sad.

BENJAMIN MARTIN 
SPAIN

18 Pray for the young people 
attending Christian camps this 
year in the Malaga region. 
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19 Pray for two Ukrainian refugee families being 
supported by members of the Torremolinos 
church in Spain.

20 Pray for the two volunteers from Argentina 
who wish to return to Spain and work with 
Evangelism in Action.

21 Pray that the general election on 28th April 
would produce a government and Prime Minister 
able to resolve Spain’s problems.

RUSLAN TELPIZ 
MOLDOVA

22 Pray for everyone who will watch 
the play, Heaven’s Gates and 
Hell’s Flames, 22nd–23rd April.

DRAGAN MANEV 
MACEDONIA

23 Please pray for the Christian 
puppet team from Bristol who 
will be taking part in evangelistic 
events from 23rd–30th April.

ARTUR KRASNIQI 
KOSOVO

24 Pray for the growth of the ILIRIA 
Bible School and that God would 
provide new premises.

25 Pray for two ILIRIA Bible students from 
Fellowship of the Lord’s People who are 
supporting the church plant work in their home 
town of Vushtrri.

26 Pray for an easing of the political situation in 
Kosova and answers to the ongoing tensions 
with its northern neighbour, Serbia. 

PETRE PETROV 
MACEDONIA

27 Pray that God would provide 
the funds to move ahead with 
the second phase of the church 
building project in Shtip.

28 Please pray for the outreaches and church 
planting in Radovish, Macedonia. 

29 Pray that the new church in Sveti Nikole would 
reach new people with the Gospel.

30 Pray for the upcoming visits to Shtip, Macedonia 
by two teams from Reutingen in Germany.

—  MAY 2019  —

ERION CUNI 
ALBANIA

1 Pray for all the new Christianity 
Explored groups that plan to 
launch this month.

2 Pray for the church planters in Polican, Cerrik and 
Mezez-Fushe, facing challenges due to culture, 
health and the hire cost of meeting places.

3 Pray for Erion, Gentiana and their children as 
they enter a new phase of leadership with many 
more people and ministries to support. They ask 
for wisdom, help with time management and a 
joyful energy to complete their tasks.   

VLADIMIR CIZMANSKI 
MONTENEGRO

4 Pray for the timely progress on 
the church building in Podgorica 
and thank God for His amazing 
provision.

5 Pray for everyone involved in preparations for 
the kids and teenage camps taking place during 
July in Montenegro.

6 Pray that God would rid Montenegro of 
corruption and drug dealing and strengthen the 
economy.

ALEX VULKANOV 
BULGARIA

7 Please pray for more volunteers 
to assist with the work of the 
Pentecostal church in Pazardjik.



19 Pray that Pastor Gavril and his wife Aghi will 
have strength, wisdom and resources for their 
continued mission in Tinca, Tarcea and Vășad. 

ANATOLI YANKOV 
ROMANIA

20 Pray for the renovation of the 
fellowship room in Svishtov, used 
after the meetings for tea, coffee 
and treats. 

21 Pray for the provision of new sound system 
and TV screens for the worship team at Christ’s 
Evangelical Church in Svishtov.

22 Pray for funding so that the higher education 
college in Svishtov can accept many more 
students. 

ROUMEN IVANOV 
BULGARIA

23 Please pray that God would 
provide for the renovation and 
disability access for the newly-
purchased building. 

MIRCO ANDREEV 
MACEDONIA

24 Pray that the churches in 
Macedonia would offer hope to 
the nation as it faces significant 
changes; its renaming, election 
of a new president and possible parliamentary 
elections.

DRAGAN MANEV 
MACEDONIA

25 Pray for the Planting Seeds 
outreach when we will distribute 
Gospel tracts with different seeds; 
tomatoes, peppers and carrots. 

26 Pray for the family who have opened their hearts 
to the Gospel during the outreach taking place 
in the village of Strugovo, Macedonia. 
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8 Please pray for breakthrough among the young 
people in the Pazardjik church and wisdom to 
develop teen ministry.

9 Pray for all those involved in developing the 
building plans for the church in Pazardjik, 
Bulgaria.

DUSAN BEREDI 
SERBIA

10 Pray for the work of the Rainbow 
Rehabilitation Centre in Novi Sad 
and the 20 guys currently going 
through rehabilitation from drugs. 

11 Pray for everyone attending the TEN breakfast 
and day conference in Bristol, Connected in 
Mission; especially for the partners who will be 
speaking today and on Sunday in local churches. 

12 Please pray for the 40 homeless people who 
attend church meetings in Novi Sad and receive 
food, clothing, washing facilities and haircuts.

13 Please pray for God’s blessing over the new 
courses on pre-marriage and parenting we wish 
to promote throughout Serbia. 

GAVRIL COVACI 
ROMANIA

14 Please pray for those suffering 
with cancer in Tinca, Tarcea and 
Vășad and give thanks for those 
who have recently received 
verified healing through prayer.

15 Pray for the new Christian community 
established in the small town of Tarcea during 
2018, and that many more people will accept 
Christ.

16 Pray for an electrical supply for the newly-built 
meeting house for the new fellowship in Tarcea. 

17 Please pray for the teenagers’ ministry in Tinca, 
especially those who are being prepared for 
baptism this Spring. 

18 Pray for completion of a public mains sewerage 
scheme in Vășad and the much-needed shower 
and toilet block in the Roma settlement.



VANCE GOLOMEOV 
MACEDONIA

5 Pray for the church renovation 
work and thank God for the 
building permit for the new roof.

6 Pray for the outreach events planned to take 
place in Radovish, Macedonia.

JOVICA BACVANSKI 
MONTENEGRO

7 Pray for the music camp and the 
German language camp being run 
this month for 30 students and 
several parents.

8 Pray for the outreach teams as they go two by 
two into Podgorica with evangelistic literature.

9 Pray for the ongoing training of new preachers 
and Bible teachers in Podgorica.

DANIJEL RECKOVIC 
SERBIA

10 Pray for the recent church plant 
in Bojnik as they meet in the new 
church room.

SERGHEI MIHAILOV 
MOLDOVA

11 Pray for the 80 single mothers and 
100 children attending the weekly 
Early Learning Centre classes.

12 Please pray for the seven young women who 
graduated from the Dream House project as 
they build their futures back in society. 

VASILE GRIGORITA 
MOLDOVA

13 Pray that God would meet the 
challenge of massive migration 
of so many future leaders 
within Moldovan churches and 
strengthen the current leaders.

METIN MINTAZ 
TURKEY

27 Pray that the newly formed 
federation of evangelical churches 
in Turkey will be recognised to 
enable discussions with the state authorities.

28 Pray that President Erdogan’s plan to deport tens 
of thousands of people will not adversely affect 
missionaries.

29 Pray for the house meetings and Alpha courses 
being run in Dalaman and opportunities to share 
the Gospel and show God’s love to Syrians living 
in Turkey.

30 Pray for God’s protection upon Metin and his 
family as they travel and serve God in Turkey.

ROUMEN IVANOV 
BULGARIA

31 Give thanks for the new, 
1,500-seater Roma church building 
opening today in Samokov.

—  JUNE 2019  —

PLAMEN BORISOV 
BULGARIA

1 Please pray for the orphans 
who need accommodation and 
employment after leaving our 
residential care in Sevlievo.

2 Please pray that families in Shalom Church in 
Sevlievo will remain united and follow Christ.

MISA HIORESCU 
MOLDOVA

3 Pray for the Sunday School 
teachers who help with the 
children’s ministry in Ursoaia.

4 Pray that God would raise up a men’s group in 
the church in Ursoaia, Moldova.

ten-uk.org/pray



23 Pray that Emanuel Hospice in Romania will be 
able to provide palliative care without cost to 
patients.

24 Pray for the financial resources for the new 
building project for Emanuel Hospice in 
Romania.

BENJAMIN MARTIN 
SPAIN

25 Pray for the 200 kids and teens 
attending the Summer Camps at 
Pinos Reales in Madrid 

DUSAN BEREDI 
SERBIA

26 Pray that this week’s Fathers and 
Children camp will deepen the 
relationships between parents 
and children.

ANATOL DUNAS 
MOLDOVA

27 Please pray for the hundreds of 
children and youths attending our 
Summer Camps using the new 
facilities in Cahul.

28 Please pray for the resources required for the 
Cahul Bible School, in Moldova, to meet the 
needs of the students.

VJEKO MRSIC 
CROATIA

29 Pray for the 400 children and 
young people attending the Camp 
Focus summer camps taking 
place in the new, purpose-built 
bungalows and apartments.

30 Pray for God’s provision to help build the Focus 
Camp chapel later this year to accommodate 
talks and worship services.

ANDREI GHIDION 
MOLDOVA

14 Pray for the 13 couples attending 
the Bible study for married 
couples; most are unbelievers. 

RUSLAN TELPIZ 
MOLDOVA

15 Pray for the plans to plant a new 
church in the neighbouring village 
of Gheoltosu.

16 Please pray for the teenage Bible groups in 
Gotesti, Moldova as young believers invite their 
friends from school. 

17 Pray for the women and girls who attended the 
recent outreach missions in Gotesti and Chircani.

ANATOLI YANKOV 
ROMANIA

18 Pray for God’s blessing on the 
children’s Christian camps in 
Dobromirka, 17th–30th June.

19 Please pray for the young people needing 
sponsorship to attend the New Wave Christian 
Camp in Sarafovo in July.

DRAGAN MANEV 
MACEDONIA

21 Please pray for this weekend’s 
conference for Roma leaders.

22 Pray for Sasko and Vesna, owners 
of the restaurant in our town. They were touched 
by God to allow the church to hold evangelistic 
events in their restaurant. 

MARINELA MURG 
ROMANIA

22 Pray that the staff team at 
Emanuel Hospice would have 
energy, competence and a loving 
heart for the patients.

HEART CRY  /  APRIL – JUNE 2019



Transform Europe Network operates 
across 12 European countries with around 
60 partners. If you or your church wish to 
get involved, there are opportunities for 
short-term mission trips, volunteering and 
church partnerships. 

Find out more at ten-uk.org/get-involved

Daily prayers online at:  
ten-uk.org/pray

Land-locked Serbia in the Balkans has a 
population of 7.7 million. Forty-five years 
of Communism as a Yugoslav republic, 

and the devastation of the Balkan wars that 
followed, left Serbia with a bitter legacy and 
a weak economy. Democracy is less than 
30 years old and the last global economic 
crisis and the effects of war led to high 
unemployment rates, currently at 12.9%.  

A past, littered with what most of the world 
perceives as ethno-religious hatred and 
cleansing, haunts Serbia even today. Primarily 
Orthodox (73%), 80% of the population claim 
Christianity. Over half of these would see their 
faith as cultural and part of their ethnic 
identity, leading to rampant nominalism. The 
Serbian Orthodox Church has suppressed  
other churches, often in totalitarian fashion. 
Non-Serbian Orthodox churches are 
increasingly attacked, Muslim/Christian 
relations remain tense. 

Despite deep divisions within the faith 
community, a small but growing body of 
evangelical believers is attempting to 
overcome ethnic division by worshipping 
together in unity. Serbians have become 
missionaries in most of the Balkan countries.  

PLEASE PRAY:

for the work of the Rainbow 
Rehabilitation Centre in  

Novi Sad 

for the ministry of the Royal 
Rangers scouting movement 

for improved relationships 
between Serbia and Kosovo 

for the pro-life Choose Life 
centre as it seeks to reduce 

the extremely high number of 
induced abortions.

that many young Serbian 
believers will be raised up as 
evangelists, church leaders 

and national influencers

for the continued growth of 
evangelical churches

COUNTRY FOCUS:
SERBIA

PRAY FOR EUROPE
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Sign up for our quarterly Heart Cry 
prayer diary by email at:  

ten-uk.org/sign-up



1. SINGLE DONATION
I would like to give £  (total amount). Please acknowledge my donation:  

Please charge my:  Visa      Mastercard      CAF Charity Card  

  I enclose a cheque made payable to TEN 

Card number:                         

Security code:      (Last three digits on back of card)        Expiry date:     /  

Signature:                                                                                       Name on card:

GIVE TO TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK
!

Please complete and return this form to:  
Transform Europe Network, 23 Apex Court, Woodlands, Bradley Stoke, Bristol BS32 4JT

2. REGULAR DONATION
Instruction to your bank or building society to make standing order payments to TEN.
Name and address of your Bank or Building Society:

Bank/Building Society:

Branch address:

    Postcode:

Account number:            Sort code:           
Please pay to: Lloyds, Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2HT to the credit of Eurovangelism,  
account number: 38611760, sort code: 30-94-80, the sum of: 

£     First payment date: D  D  / M  M  / Y  Y  Y  Y  

and on the same day of each successive  (month/quarter/year) until otherwise advised.

Signature:                                                              Full name:                                                                 Date:
 

If you are a UK taxpayer please complete this Gift Aid declaration which will enable us to claim tax 
back on your gift, making it worth 25% more.
I am a UK taxpayer and want TEN (registered name Eurovangelism) to reclaim tax on all my donations until further 
notice. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all 
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the difference. 

Please notify us if you: want to cancel this declaration; change your name or home address; no longer pay sufficient 
tax on your income and/or capital gains.

Title:                                                      Full name:

Address:

Postcode:                                                                              Date:

  Please tick if you want tax to be reclaimed only on this single donation.

3.  MAKE YOUR GIFT WORTH 25% MORE!
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MISSION IN 
MOLDOVA

Mark McCormick

UK evangelist and missionary pastor, 
Mark McCormick reports on the 
recent outreach in south Moldova. 

FRANKs is the widely used mission 
acronym adopted by Mark and his team 
of evangelists. If you don’t already know, 
FRANKs stands for Friends, Relatives, 
Associates (work), Neighbours and Kids. 

Mark explains, “Families gather those 
close to them to meet an evangelist, hear 
the message of salvation and respond 
in repentance and prayer. During the 
latest week of outreach there were 623 
FRANKs and of these, 249 responded to 
the Gospel. There were many encouraging 
stories that led us to believe that those 
who responded had come through to new 
birth or that God was clearly working in 
their hearts and minds.  

“In one of the groups, one lady made 
a commitment, but she clearly had 
assurance issues. She has read much 
of the Bible and had some spiritual 
understanding, but as a former school 
teacher under Communism she was 
forced to deny God and teach atheism to 
her pupils. For this reason, she found it 

difficult to believe God could forgive her, 
especially without having to prove herself 
worthy of forgiveness.  

“One man responded with tears. His son 
had received Christ the previous year and 
had witnessed to him. Another lady found 
breakthrough. We learnt that her husband 
was very hostile and she risked being 
beaten for her faith. Four Orthodox ladies 
also opened their hearts to Christ. 

“Before we left, a lady explained 
through tears how 30 years ago her young 
son had been run over and killed by a 
speeding car. Still haunted by guilt and 
condemnation from some of the villagers, 
she received prayer for healing. 

“During the mission, TEN partner, Ruslan 
Telpiz was ordained as the new pastor of 
Gotesti Baptist Church—an emotional 
moment for him and me as I felt the Lord 
cutting my spiritual tie to the church and it 
being passed on.”

“
“

There were 623 FRANKs  
and of these, 249 responded 

to the Gospel.
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ALPHA: 
MISSION OF  

HOPE FOR 
EUROPE

More than 20 years ago, former Director of 
Eurovangelism (now known as TEN), Gary 

Cox, met with Nicky Gumbel at Holy Trinity 
Brompton (HTB) Church in London, having 
seen the potential of the Alpha Course as 

a vehicle for mission in Eastern Europe.

The fall of the Iron Curtain, just a 
few years earlier, provided fertile 
soil for the Gospel. With help from 

HTB, Alpha was launched and local Alpha 
courses began to spring up across a 100 
churches. The first TEN-sponsored Alpha 
Conference was held in Prague, Czech 
Republic in 2001 and within a year more 
than 300 courses were flourishing. Over 
90 churches in Romania were running 
with Alpha and 400 delegates attended 
the 2002 Alpha conference in Bucharest.

Speaking at that conference, Nicky 
Gumbel, architect of Alpha, said, “This is 
the moment for Alpha in Eastern Europe, 
it’s great to be in partnership with TEN for 
such as time as this.” 

With the blessing of HTB, TEN sponsored 
the translation and printing of 40 Alpha 
publications across five languages. Alpha 

was soon running in Bulgaria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Macedonia, Moldova, Poland, 
Romania and Slovakia, Slovenia and 
Turkey. 

One of TEN’s twenty-one partners who 
attended an Alpha conference in London 
was Dusan Beredi from Serbia. Bera was 
inspired to promote Alpha across the 
Western Balkans and along with his wife, 
Mirjana, he established an Alpha office 
in Novi Sad. They saw the benefits of 
organising joint training, given that  
Balkan languages are similar. Alpha 
courses were promoted and training 
sessions were held across the region 
including Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Macedonia and Montenegro. Gary 
Cox spoke at the first Alpha conference in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Mirjana Beredi continues to manage the 
Alpha office in Novi Sad, Serbia, as Alpha 
director and oversees training and the 
distribution of Alpha resources to local 
churches. Digital materials are quickly 
replacing printed publications as Alpha 
adapts to changes in technology and 
communication. 

In Novi Sad, the Protestant Christian 
Fellowship is currently running Alpha for 
seventy participants with dedicated groups 
for homeless people, drug addicts and 
youth. Today, Alpha also promotes family 
life and offers pre-marriage, marriage and 
parenting courses and there is a great 
demand for materials. 

In Bitola Evangelical Church, Macedonia 
most of the church members were reached 
through the Alpha course, which has been 
running since 2001. Biljana Pastor, who 
coordinates each course says, “Between 
twenty-five and fifty people attend 
Alpha. I believe the relaxed atmosphere, 
with dinner at the beginning, interesting 
themes and opportunity to discuss and 
ask questions is the reason for Alpha’s 
success.” For two hours each week, 
participants are exposed to God’s Word and 
His presence. They have time to think about 
the topic, break down prejudices and get 
to know the church better. It is a wonderful 
time of teamwork, while preparing meals 
and tables, praying and sharing fellowship. 

In almost thirty years, 10 million people 
have participated in Alpha worldwide 
and today Alpha reaches into Protestant, 
Catholic and Orthodox Christian 
communities with the Good News of Jesus. 
Operating in 169 nations and in 100 
languages, Alpha has become the most 
successful evangelising initiative to emerge 
from the so-called Decade of Evangelism in 
the UK. 

Jan Bakker, Alpha Development Director 
for Eastern Europe, Middle East and North 
Africa says, “It always fills my heart with 
joy when I see what TEN is doing in Europe. 
I travel through Eastern Europe and meet 
with some of our mutual partners like 
the Novi Sad Christian Fellowship and 
our friends in Albania, Hervin and Sedika 
Fushekati. We are so encouraged by all that 
they are doing.” 

Nicky Gumbel adds, “We continue to be 
amazed at how God is using Alpha across 
the world. It is wonderful to hear the stories 
of people’s lives transformed. We are so 
grateful for our friends and partners at TEN 
as we work together to reach those who 
have not yet heard the Good News  
of Jesus.” 

Please pray that God will change lives 
and bring new hope to all those taking part 
in Alpha courses being run by our partners 
in Europe. 

Alpha gathering in Serbia

Alpha booklets for Romania
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TRANSFORMING EUROPE – NEWS IN BRIEF

MISSION STORIES
Bulgaria

Shortly before Christmas, TEN partner, 
Plamen Borisov, who is pastor of Shalom 
Church in Sevlievo, had an idea about how to 
present the good news of the birth of Jesus 
with local people in their own homes.

He shared his vision with the church who 
agreed to make 20 small carrier-bags of food 
products. In addition, they included a Christmas 
CD of 13 carols recorded by the Shalom Church, 
a printed calendar for 2019 with the logo and 
address of the church, a Christmas brochure 
and invitation to the Christmas service, and 
finally a tube of toothpaste. 

“All this was a sacrifice for us at the time, 
but we knew this was a good way to share the 
Gospel among Bulgarians. We filled every bag 
and gave one to each family of the church as a 
Christmas gift to unbelievers. The people who 
received these gifts were very surprised and 
asked why we were doing this. This created 
the opportunity to speak of the gift given 
to us by Jesus Christ. Three of the recipients 
came to the nativity service and another 
family surrendered their lives to Jesus. Please 
continue to pray that the residents of Sevlievo 
will respond to the Gospel.”

Serbia

Food is a great attraction 
when it comes to mission. 
TEN partner, Danijel Reckovic 
organised a special ‘Luis 
Palau Association’ lunch for 
130 guests. 

Church members from 
Lebane Evangelical Church 
were encouraged to invite 
their friends, relatives and 
neighbours. This proved to be 
a great opportunity to share 
the Gospel and talk about the 
work of Luis Palau. 

“By sharing conversation 
over lunch, we began to build 
trust and create chances to 
stay in touch. Most of the 
visitors were unbelievers, but 
more than happy to accept 
the invitation.”Christmas gifts



CHANGE AT   
THE HELM 

In his time as CEO, Gerry has restructured 
the organisation, established the new 
TEN office; adopted new systems to 

ensure that we are using technology 
and streamlined processes to reduce 
overheads and be as effective as possible. 
With the help of his staff team, Gerry has 
developed stronger partnerships, managed  
the use of resources you so generously 
give, grown church partnerships and 
increased donations from trust funds. 

This has all been motivated by Gerry’s 
passion to serve our European brothers 
and sisters through the work of TEN. Gerry 
became involved with Eurovangelism 
almost 40 years ago and was one of the 
first volunteers to go behind the Iron 
Curtain, encourage isolated believers and 

take in much-
needed supplies. 
Becoming an official 
representative for 
Eurovangelism in 
the late 80’s, Gerry 
went on to become 
a trustee of TEN 
for many years 
before responding 
to God’s call to take 
on the role of CEO. 

We are so grateful for all that Gerry has 
given over so many years and especially 
for his work as CEO. He has been God’s 
person for this time. We know that his love 
for the work and partners of TEN will never 
end and we wish him all God’s blessings 
for the future. 

The Board of Trustees are delighted to 
name TEN’s CEO Designate. Following 
the recent recruitment exercise, James 
Vaughton has accepted the position as 
CEO and will take up his appointment in 
mid-April, with a handover period until the 
end of May. With degrees in International 
Business and Applied Theology, James  
will be leaving his post after 14 years  
as Director of Bath and Wiltshire Youth  
for Christ. 

James will be 
introduced to 
supporters at 
the Connected 
in Mission 
conference on 
11th May and will 
be representing 
TEN at the Bangor 
Worldwide Mission 
Week in Northern 
Ireland in August. 

by Hazel Vinson, Chair of Trustees

We say goodbye to Gerry as our Chief Executive Officer at the end of May.  
Gerry has served in this capacity for the last four years and developed a 

solid foundation for the next stage of TEN’s journey.
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TEAM UPDATE

James VaughtonGerry Partridge
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TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK - FUNDRAISING

Almost £10,000, in donations to 
Harvest for the Hungry, has been 
sent to provide food parcels. Over 

£15,000 has been sent out in grants 
for WinterHelp and provision through 
Essential Gifts. At least 15 partners 
have received funds in Albania, Bosnia 
& Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Macedonia, 
Romania, and Serbia.  

Hundreds of you have enabled our 
partners to purchase and distribute 
blankets, firewood, winter clothing and 
hot food for families during the winter. We 
cannot adequately express the depth of 
gratitude felt by our partners and those  
who receive this assistance. In addition, 
we were given 400 hand-knitted woolly 
hats. Most of the hats have already been 
distributed by our partners in Greece, 
Macedonia and Bulgaria. 

Your giving enables our partners to show 
the love of God, in practical ways, to many 
of Europe’s poorest families.  

COMPASSIONATE MISSION
MAKING A DIFFERENCE  

A big thank you to everyone 
who has supported our partners 
in Europe through our 2018/19 
appeals; Harvest for the Hungry, 
WinterHelp and purchases through 
the Essential Gifts catalogue.  

“People we want to help say, ‘Somebody 
please remember me this winter’. 
As we bring the needy 
people gifts, we respond 
by saying, ‘God 
remembers you and 
loves you.’” 
Dragan Manev, Macedonia 

WHAT OUR PARTNERS ARE SAYING… 

“Thank you for this project. We are very 
grateful to every person who gives, so 
that we can be a giving hand to those  
in need. We appreciate every pound, 
because it means love to  
those who receive it. We pray that  
God will soften the hearts 
of the poor, help them 
see His love and enable 
them to find a safe 
place in Him.”
Josip Pastor, Macedonia

“I love the trust we have managed to 
create; it has a sweet aroma of love and 
friendship. I love when the poor are 
satisfied. I love the scene when I give  
a pair of shoes to one man 
and he passes them to 
the guy next to him.  
He feels he needs 
them more.”
Dusan Beredi, Serbia
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 Five
ways
  to give

   Telephone    Purchase

1


Give Online

As a monthly or  
one-off gift: 

ten-uk.org/give 

Call TEN office and use your  
debit or credit card:

01179 615161

Purchase an Essential Gift from  
our catalogue either online or  

by telephone:

ten-uk.org/shop
01179 615161

3


Cheque

Payable to TEN 
and post to:

Transform Europe 
Network 

23 Apex Court 
Woodlands 

Bradley Stoke 
Bristol BS32 4JT

2


Standing 
Order

Through your bank:
Complete the form 

on page 18 (or 
download one from 

ten-uk.org/give) and 
post to TEN

TRANSFORM LIVES 
IN EUROPE

TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK - GIVING



TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK CONFERENCE 2019

CONNECTED IN MISSION
WHAT IS GOD DOING IN EUROPE?

TEN’s Connected in Mission conference offers a 
unique opportunity to meet Christian leaders from 

Eastern Europe who are engaged in evangelism, 
church planting and compassion ministry. 

Hear first-hand from national speakers as they tell their stories 
and challenges of mission on the front line amidst poverty, 

migration, human trafficking and radical Islam. 

You too will soon be sharing with others about what  
God is doing in Europe.



Hervin and Sedika Fushekati, Albania

Soon after his conversion from Islam at the age of 17, 
Hervin planted and pastored several churches. Now, with 
the support of his wife, Sedika, they lead the Church of 
God in Albania, which has 13 local churches. He is also 
the founder and leader of the International School of Theology and 
Leadership in Tirana. 

Serghei Mihailov, Moldova

Serghei is the Executive Director of Beginning of Life; a 
national organisation, created in 2000 to reach and serve 
the most vulnerable people in Moldova. He is also a 
board member at Institute for Rural Initiatives (Moldova), 
Youth for Christ Moldova, and the Peace and Reconciliation Network 
Moldova within the World Evangelical Alliance. 

Daniel and Vera Kuranji, Serbia

From small beginnings in their living room, Danny and 
Vera founded what has become today’s 250-strong 
Protestant Christian Fellowship in Serbia’s second city, 
Novi Sad and have planted other churches and mentored 
new leaders. Danny and Vera returned from Canada in response to God’s 
call to their homeland, the former Yugoslavia, and have been partnering 
with TEN for a whopping 30 years! 

Vesna Radeka,  Serbia

A native of Novi Sad, Vesna is the president of the pro-
life ministry, Choose Life and is committed to raising 
awareness about the value of human life and educating 
young people about their reproductive health. Vesna also 
seeks to help women who are facing unplanned pregnancies, and those 
who have been hurt by abortion. 

Vladimir Cizmanski, Montenegro

Born and raised in a Christian home in Serbia, Vladimir 
experienced his second birth when he was just twelve. In 
his teens, God put a desire in Vladimir’s heart to go to the 
mission field of neighbouring Montenegro. Eleven years 
later, God miraculously opened the door for Vladimir to lead Podgorica 
Evangelical Church. 

Nikola and Daniela Atanasovi, Bulgaria

Early in their Christian lives, Nikola and Daniela knew that 
God had placed a passion in their hearts to reach out to 
the Roma people. On their arrival at the nearby village of 
Shishmantzi in 2002, Nikola and Daniela were provided 
with a room without electricity and people who could not read or write. 
Today the church is comprised of 70 adults and 50 children.

PARTNERS JOINING US VIA LIVE VIDEO-LINK:

GUEST SPEAKERS:

TICKETS ARE  
SELLING FAST— 

DON’T MISS OUT! 

Saturday 11th May 2019

St Michael’s Church    
Stoke Gifford, Bristol BS34 8PD

10.00am to 4.30pm  
(registration from 9.30am)

Meet and Greet Drinks Reception: 
4.30pm to 5.30pm

Ticket prices:

£12 (Conference only)

£20 (Conference and lunch)

Student rate and Three-for-Two 
offers are available

Booking:

Online: ten-uk.org/conference

Helpline: 01179 615161



Children in Eastern Europe 
dream of staying at a 
2019 Summer Camp
A week at summer camp is a life-
changing experience. The lives of 
children from Europe’s poorest 
countries are filled with joy, friendship, 
cooked meals and comfortable beds. 
Many also respond to the message of 
God’s love through Jesus Christ.

SUMMER DREAMS APPEAL

ten-uk.org/summer-dreams

Please sponsor a child at summer camp 
through our Summer Dreams appeal. 
Your gift will bring an immediate smile to a young 
person dreaming about staying at a 2019 Summer Camp 

in one of Europe’s poorest countries.

» £100 = One week at a 
 residential camp

What can I give?

» £50 = Accommodation  
 and travel

» £25 = Meals and snacks  
 for one week

» £10 = Art and craft  
               materials

How can I give?
» Online at: ten-uk.org/give 

» By cheque
(Please make cheques out to 
‘TEN’ with ‘Summer Dreams’ 
written on the back and send 
to TEN in the reply envelope)


