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EDITORIAL

Battle Cry
No-one has escaped the reach of Covid-19 and far too
many people have lost their lives as they have battled
with the raging virus. Restrictions of movement within our
neighbourhoods and across the nations of the world have
presented one of the greatest obstacles ever faced by the
church, not to mention business, sport, and entertainment.
With the severe restraints imposed
upon church gatherings for worship,
prayer and outreach, and the collapse
of international travel, the ability to
advance the kingdom of God has faced
almost insurmountable challenges.
Mission, the driving force of the
church, continues to be empowered by
Jesus Christ, who famously declared,
‘I will build My church and the gates of
Hades will not withstand it.’ It should
come as no surprise that far from being

thwarted, the church has adapted its
approach, adopted new ways to reach
out and ultimately added to its numbers.
Our January 2021 edition of Connect
is focussed on the theme of ‘Onward!’
It’s a battle cry that has resounded
throughout church history. Times of
persecution, human conflict, plague
and peril have not been able to halt the
spread of the Gospel. We share stories
of how our partners in Eastern Europe
have responded during the crisis and
witnessed the all-powerful hand of God
at work in their midst.
As we look ahead, we realise that TEN
will need to respond to the changing
situation. Thanks to your generosity
and prayers, we have been able to
send out unprecedented funds to help
struggling churches and impoverished
communities. Over the coming months,
we will share with you our plans for the
future of TEN and want you to help us
to shape this ministry. You can find out
more on page 19.
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Welcome
‘Onward’
During the last year, we have seen
the faithfulness and provision of God for TEN and
our partners as we have faced the challenges of the
Coronavirus crisis. Tragically, in early December it took
the life of TEN Partner, Lucian Tabac in Moldova. As we
stand together as God’s people during this difficult time,
we are most thankful and I am strengthened knowing
that we will continue to press on together into 2021.
Paul’s words in Philippians about pressing on
towards the goal to which he has been called (Phil 3:12)
have been used in all sorts of ways to motivate people
to push on, keep going and pursue a goal. They are
motivational words, but that is not their full meaning.
The goal to which Paul is referring is knowing Christ.
Reading Philippians 3:7-11 makes that clear. The
overriding challenge for us is to move towards being
more like Jesus.
At the beginning of this new year, it is vital to remind
ourselves of the importance of pressing onwards to
know Christ. We may face all sorts of uncertainties at
this time, but one reality that is certain is the ongoing
invitation to know Jesus more, even though “The
waters may roar and foam and the mountains quake”
(Psalm 46).
In this issue of Connect our theme is Onward.
We shine a light on how our partners are moving
forwards in the face of the pandemic and economic
uncertainties. We also include an update on the TEN
strategy as an indication of how we are advancing
in 2021. For our partners and for ourselves, we can
be confident of one thing. As we seek to know Christ
more, we will move onward into his will and as we do
his will we’ll continue to get to know Jesus more.
I take this moment to wish you a very Happy New
Year and ask you to pray for TEN and our partners as
we set foot into 2021.

James Vaughton, CEO, TEN
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Hopes and dreams for
the coming year
2020 has been a real challenge for Albania as a nation
and also as the church. We were recovering from the
devastating earthquakes only to be hit by the Covid-19
pandemic. At the same time, there has been a spiritual
battle as evangelical churches come to be regarded
like a cult, such as the Jehovah’s Witnesses. This
has resulted in discrimination and threats made to my
life. In all this turmoil, my hopes for 2021 are that we
stay strong, real and shameless of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. I hope we will rise stronger and more
effective in reaching those who are lost.

Erion Cuni, Albania

Due to the pandemic, Turkey's
economy has greatly suffered
and many people have become
unemployed adding to the
widespread poverty. It is our
hope and prayers that the Lord
may bless us spiritually and
financially so that we, as the
Church, can help these people.
We know that you also pray for
us and thank you very much for
your prayers.

After a year in which reality
surpassed fiction, as a result of
Covid-19 and in the face of so
much desolation and despair,
I pray and dream for a spiritual
awakening in my nation of Spain.
May God make the invisible
kingdom of God visible, so that
all will experience the
comfort, hope and salvation
in Jesus Christ.

Benjamin Martin, Spain

Metin Mintaz, Turkey
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We face great challenges in 2021. Society is very
burdened by the political and very difficult economic
situation. But we see that for us as Christians, it is an
advantage. We are being given opportunities in which
we can show God's love and care for all in our society.
It is our hope and prayer to be provided with vaccine
to prevent the spread of the Covid-19 virus. We want to
return to our normal lives, to be able to continue church
meetings as before, to be able to organise our
programmes in this new year, such as children’s
and adult camps, women's conferences and
leaders’ conferences that we had to cancel
last summer.

Sinisa Stojkovic,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

My biggest hope for 2021 is that this horror will finally
be over and that we will all come back to normal life. I
pray is that the atmosphere over our country will finally
change. We have had enough. Political divisions and
hostilities are lasting too long, and all Montenegrins cry
out for good and positive changes. This is my hope and
my deepest prayer. I also pray that people will become
hungry for the Word of God and the things of God.

Jovica Bacvanski, Montenegro

You have adapted the work from those dark days of
Communism to the present freedom. May the Lord
continue to bless you all.

Dave Foster, UK
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The power of English
in mission
By Nick Clarke, TEN Ambassador

In the last decade, many churches have discovered
that offering English language classes opens up a new
mission field.
Several churches supported by TEN
in Eastern Europe are now seeking
to provide English classes to their
communities. You will not be surprised
to learn that people can improve their
job prospects and earning potential by
having a working knowledge of English.
Assisting with English classes can
be very rewarding and a great help to
our partners. The good news is that
you don’t need an English teaching
qualification, nor do you even need to
work overseas.
Last year I completed a TEFL
(Teaching English as a Foreign
Language) course, which took me
about five months, studying online in
my spare time.

As a result, I have a much better
understanding of how to teach English
grammar, tenses, and sentence
construction. During the past year, I’ve
been teaching two classes online from
my home, to support a church initiative
in Moldova.
From a mission perspective, there
have been several opportunities to
share Christian teaching and my own
testimony. It does not matter what
subject is being discussed, as long as
the students are practicing English by
listening, reading, speaking, or writing.
Also, volunteers offering free English
lessons have more scope to share and
discuss their personal beliefs than an
employed person can do in a state
educational establishment.
On learning that I am an unpaid
volunteer, students often ask, “Why do
you do this?” which gives me a great
invitation to share my Christian faith in
the context of serving others.
If you are interested in teaching
English from your own home and
willing to take on a TEFL course,
English classes can be arranged by
TEN’s partners in Europe. Please
contact Melanie at TEN to find out
more: melanie.griffiths@ten-uk.org
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Nexus Soft Play Centre
By Vesna Radeka

We want to share with you a dream for our newly built
Nexus Community Centre in Novi Sad, Serbia.
Seeing our building packed with people
on a Sunday morning or a Wednesday
evening is wonderful, but it’s only
part of our vision. We want to see the
building developed and used for the
good of the community, every day of
the week.
There is also the matter of running
costs to service this facility. We see
the Nexus church building not just as a
place to worship but also as an asset to
generate vital income for the ministry.
Unlike most of the churches in
the western world, doing mission in
Serbia mostly depends on the financial
support provided from outside of
the country. Serbian pastors are
rarely paid a salary, even less so
church workers. We mostly rely on
the love and sacrifice of brothers
and sisters from abroad to help fill
the financial gap. We see the need
to start businesses with the purpose
of generating income and using the
profits to fund mission in Serbia.
Our dream is to start up a soft
play centre on the 2,500 square foot
second floor of our new building.
The good news is that everything
is already in place except for the
indoor play equipment. The aim is
to provide a safe and fun place for
local children aged 3 to 12 years to
celebrate their birthdays.

It is culturally appropriate and
very well accepted among children
and their parents to have birthday
parties in a dedicated play centre.
In Novi Sad, 90% of families live in
small apartments; sometimes three
generations live together under one
roof. When a child has a birthday,
parents usually rent a soft play centre
for a couple of hours. They bring cake,
pay for a party service to provide
entertainment, host the party, and
enjoy the beautifully decorated and
well-equipped, soft play centre.
The investment needed to start up
the project is around £22,000. We
are praying for guidance, wisdom,
and humility as we strategise over
this business idea and we want God
to bring the right people, donors and
investors into our lives.
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Reaching kids for the
Kingdom in Kosovo
By Monica Murgu

There’s been an exciting development in our efforts to
reach communities, and especially children during these
times of restriction due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
During the summer the Fellowship of
the Lord’s People took delivery of a
truck purchased by Free Evangelical
Churches and Auslandshilfe in
Germany.
Our special programme is called
Ark of Life and the truck will help us
to reach out to places beyond our
normal activities where the need
is great and where there are few
possibilities for kids to develop on
the education system. The activities
will include: moral lessons, music,
games, and handcrafts, also giving
away small prizes.

Performances will address a range of
social topics such as bullying in school.
We want to help children to reach
their potential, by encouraging them
for school achievements. Also, we will
encourage them to build their faith in
the Kingdom of the God and support
their judgment for what is good and
what is bad in the world around them.
We will work with children from
5 –12 years old and offer a wide
programme to discover the Gospel
through education and playing games.
The mobile truck will provide support
for families in need and deliver vital
school supplies at the beginning
of each school term. There will
be music classes, art and
handcrafts for children that
need it the most. We hope
to inspire children by
sharing with them the
Christian way and
supporting godly
education.

The Ark of Life team
8

Horticulture and the Roma
By Andrew Saxton, Life to Romania

The distribution of TEN's food parcels in the Roma
enclaves of Tinca, Tarcea and Vășad has been sustained
for several years in partnership with Pastor Gavril
Covaci and Andrew Saxton, who leads Life to Romania
in the UK.
It’s an all-too-familiar pattern of need
as some of Europe’s most abandoned
communities face the freezing
conditions of winter. Parents give
what food they can to their children
as they cry in hunger and hopeless
desperation. The pandemic restrictions
of 2020 took away many opportunities
for seasonal work and foraging. This
winter is looking even worse than usual.
However, something different is
taking place to try and break the cycle
of poverty and hunger. It’s the vision
of Andrew Saxton in partnership
with Pastor Gavril. Growing fruit
and vegetables is new to these
communities but has the potential to
transform lives.
In September 2020, amid the
pandemic, Andrew took the brave
decision to establish a mission base
in Tinca to provide accommodation
and a large 2,000 square metre (half
an acre) plot of land suitable for
gardening. The plan is to grow winter
vegetables and cash crops to fund
winter food whilst providing the
community with opportunities to learn
about growing food and resourcing
them to do it themselves.

Community Gardening for Winter
Food is a project in the village of
Tinca, where Andrew will be based
for the foreseeable future. He will
work to develop the garden project
in partnership with the church
and community.
“In addition to growing vegetables,
we plan to grow materials to support
handicraft activities like dried flower
arranging and basket weaving. In the
spring, there will be teaching about
growing vegetables at home. This
will include resources to enable and
inspire people to engage, and prove
to themselves that they can do it. We
expect this to be a long-haul project
and we are committed to decades of
working with these communities.”
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A tribute to
Lucian Tabac
Lucian Tabac was the pastor of
the church, Jesus the Truth in
his village of Badicul, Moldova.
A humble man with a passion to
serve God and share the good
news of Jesus through words and
actions, a husband, a father, and a
servant to his community. Lucian
was a much-loved partner of TEN
for several years.
At just 40 years of age, Lucian
became seriously ill with Covid-19
in November, and despite being
transferred to hospital in Chisinau,
sadly he was ‘called home’ on
Friday 4th December 2020.
Lucian was born in the village of
Badicul in southern Moldova. He
accepted Christ in his late teens
and felt called with His friend and
mentor, Pastor Anatol Dunas to
plant a church in his own village.

1980 – 2020

In 2000 they started a Bible
study group for children which
developed into a meeting in his
own home. In 2006 he rented a
larger room and when the church
outgrew this space, God gave
them an opportunity to buy the
other side of the house, demolish
the old building and build a bigger
meeting room and facilities. The
church cooked meals for the
elderly and physically disabled.
Lucian was also involved in
leading Bible studies, children’s
and youth ministry, summer
and winter holiday clubs. TEN
supporter church, Kinmel Bay
Church, provided a team of
helpers for several summer camps
organised by Lucian and kept in
close contact along with several
individual supporters.
Lucian served as Mayor of his
village from 2011 to 2015, working
for the good of everyone in the
community, which was recognised
even by the local Orthodox Priest
who supported his running for a
second term from 2015 to 2019.
Lucian was married to
Svetlana and they had three
lovely daughters, Mădălina
(17), Sanda (12) and Raluca
(7). He will be greatly missed.
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HEART
Prayer requests
from across Europe
January – March 2021

— JANUARY 2021 —
TOMISLAV & LIDIJA DOBUTOVIC
BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
1

2

Please pray that God would open
the hearts of those who receive
the Christmas food parcels.
Please pray for Pastor Patras from Pakistan who
is helping us as we visit the refugee camps and
reach out to migrants, and especially those who
are believers.

3

Please pray for the church during the Covid-19
restrictions as we gather in small numbers and
with many others who are following online.

4

Pray that believers will stay strong in these
difficult days and that more people will come to
faith.

5

Please pray for all the families who were
reached through the Operation Christmas Child
distribution programme.

6

Please pray for students taking part in the
Bible Institute seminars and Lay Education
programme taking place live and on Zoom.

ZOLI AND TANJA VEGEL
SERBIA
7

Pray for wisdom to navigate the
church meeting restrictions so that
the church can continue to grow in
fellowship and practical love.

8

Please pray that the two new converts
will become rooted in Christ and that the
church would have wisdom to lead them into
discipleship.

9

Please pray for God’s guidance in the one to
one evangelism with people across the city of
Sombor.

DANIEL & IRINKA STRACINSKI
MONTENEGRO
10 Pray for that our ongoing contact
with church members in café
meetups and Zoom meetings will
be fruitful.
11 Please pray for God’s provision for all those
who have lost their jobs in our town of Bar.
12 Please pray that the Alpha Course ministry in
our church will soon restart after the restrictions
because of coronavirus.

13 Pray for the church leaders in Montenegro
as the country faces challenges with its
neighbour Serbia.

DARIO & SILVIJA KAPIN
BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
14 Please pray that God would bless
our church outreaches in Zenica
and that hearts and minds would
be open to the Gospel.
15 Please continue to pray for the success of
the bee project to generate funds and create
employment.
16 Pray that the way would be open during 2021
for team visits from other nations to help with
evangelism.

ALEX & MILENA VULKANOVI
BULGARIA
17 Please pray for wisdom to find the
best construction company for the
upcoming construction repairs to
the church building in Pazardjik.
18 Pray that more volunteers would offer to help
with the ministry of the church.

SERGHEI MIHAILOV
MOLDOVA
24 Please pray for safety of our team
at Beginning of Life and for our
colleagues who have got Covid-19
and are going through treatment
with their families.
25 Pray for special strength and resilience to
the vulnerable families, and especially single
mothers who have lost their income and now
desperately need hope, encouragement and
help.
26 Pray for vital resources and volunteers needed
to serve the poor during the winter season in
Moldova.
27 Pray for a calm and peaceful transition of
presidential position in Moldova as Maia Sandu
comes into office.
28 Pray for the 90 single mothers who take part
in the School for Parents programme and the
Family Garden education programme.
29 Pray for the Light to the World Church
which is now in a new season of growth and
ministry finding new ways of reaching new
people in Chişinău.

19 Pray for God’s continued blessing upon the
growing Roma churches in Bulgaria.

GAVRIL & AGHI COVACI
ROMANIA

20 Please pray that God would intervene in
the upcoming national elections to raise up
godly leaders.

30 Please pray for the many Roma
people who are ill and facing a
bleak winter in search of food and
warm clothing for their children.

ARBEN BEDULLA
ALBANIA

31 Please pray that the local churches will be able
to care for the widows during the winter.

21 Please pray for the many
believers who have experienced
difficult times as a result of lost
jobs arising from the pandemic.

— FEBRUARY 2021 —

22 Pray that God would protect the church in Korçë
from coronavirus and enable evangelism to take
place.

1

Please pray God's protection for Pastor Gavril
and his team as they travel on the roads to the
mission churches through the winter.

23 Pray for God’s provision to meet the financial
shortfall towards church rent and running costs,
due to the economic collapse.

2

Please pray for all those new believers who
will choose to be baptised in water in the
coming days.

3

Pray for Pastor Gavril and his family for their
mission to the Roma brothers,. May they know
God's provision for their mission needs.

4

Please pray for the minibus to remain
roadworthy throughout the coming year.

5

Pray for God's grace for the health of Gavril
and his wife Aghi as they take the word of God
to Vășad and Tarcea through the difficult winter
months and as they rely on God's strength.

BENJAMIN & MARIA ROSA MARTIN
SPAIN
6

7

8

9

Please pray that the two refugees,
Manuel and Leser, who were
discipled for eight months before
they relocated 500 km away, may
they mature in Christ and allow Him to make
changes in their lives.
Please pray that we would receive wisdom for
the future of our camp centre, Pinos Reales and
its staff, following its temporary closure due to
Covid-19.
Please pray that the many new believers facing
discouragement due to the severe job crisis and
future uncertainties, will learn to rest in the Lord
and accept pastoral guidance.
Pray for wisdom and resources to continue
assisting families in situations of economic
vulnerability affecting their physical and
spiritual health.

10 Pray for the missionary family from Argentina as
they consider relocating in Spain to assist EEA in
its pioneering work.
11 Please pray that the new education law,
approved by Spain’s socialist government, will
not adversely affect the teaching of the Christian
faith in Spanish schools.

SLAVKO & SANJA HADZIC
BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
12 Please pray for wisdom as I
make plans for the first few
months of 2021 amidst the
travel restrictions.

13 Pray about the preparation for online Zoom
seminars and training sessions.
14 Pray that lives of many people will be changed
through online evangelistic events.

ANATOLI & DESI YANKOVI
BULGARIA
15 Please pray for the provision of
a new laptop and broadcasting
equipment for Shalom Church in
Svishtov.
16 Continue to pray that corruption in the Bulgarian
government would be eradicated.
17 Pray that the academy in Shvishtov would
receive further investment to increase the
number of its registered students.

VANCE & TANJA GOLOMEOV
NORTH MACEDONIA
18 Please pray for all the families in
Shtip who are receiving firewood
and hot meals during the winter.
19 Pray for Vance as he meets and counsels
new people who call at the church office each
morning.
20 Pray for those who will come to faith during
the coming weeks and receive Christ into their
hearts.
21 Pray that God will comfort the many families in
North Macedonia who have lost loved ones due
to the coronavirus.
22 Pray for Robert and Krasi as they prepare to
plant a church in Radovish having relocated
from Shtip.

DUSAN & MIRJANA BEREDI
SERBIA
23 Please pray for the rehabilitation
and spiritual growth of the former
drug addicts at the Rainbow
Centre who find life tough during
the winter months.
24 Pray for the finance required to provide free
accommodation for the former addicts and
gamblers who live at the Rainbow Centre.

25 Pray that God would use the Hands for Friends
ministry to the homeless people in Novi Sad.
26 Pray for the development of online outreach
using YouTube and Facebook as the church
reaches out to the local community.

MIRCEA & RONELA CRISTIAN
ROMANIA
27 Pray for God’s continued blessing
upon the new online programmes
we are developing with prisons
across Romania.
28 Please pray that the Bible study correspondence
courses with prison inmates will be fruitful.

— MARCH 2021 —
1

Pray that the House of Hope plans will become
a reality in 2021 and that women will find a
place of safety and wholeness.

ICO & JAGODA MATULIĆ
CROATIA
2

Please pray for God’s blessing
upon the new house group
meeting in the town of Korčula.

3

Please pray that the Lord will open doors in
the coastal town of Orebic with a desire for a
church plant.

4

Pray that the third planned regional Christian
conference in Metković, southern Croatia will
be fruitful.

DRAGAN & BILJANA MANEV
NORTH MACEDONIA
5

6

Please pray that the church
in Resen will shine and reflect
Jesus amidst the darkness
and difficulties the coronavirus
has brought.
Pray that the new Hope Centre in Resen will
become a place of safety where the lives of
many are changed.

7

Pray that every family who received WinterHelp
food parcels will respond to the message of the
Gospel.

ANDREI & EUGENIA GHIDION
MOLDOVA
8

Please pray for God’s blessing
on the faithful staff of the Hope
Centre in Burlacu who receive
only a modest monthly wage of
50 euros.

9

Pray that the church in Burlacu will bring much
blessing into the lives of the local community.

10 Pray for a spiritual awakening among the
teenagers in the church.

MARINELA MURG ROTARIU
ROMANIA
11 Pray that God’s mighty hand will
be upon all the work of Emanuel
Hospice, upon the staff, families,
patients and caregivers, and upon
all our supporters and partners.
12 Pray that God will provide the resources to
continue the much-needed home health care
services and also the funds for the new hospice
facility planned for this year.
13 Pray that the hospice team will be His hands
and feet in order to bless and bring hope, and
comfort to the suffering. May God use each of
the team members as instruments for His glory.
14 Pray that the hospice team would have wisdom
in providing important physical contact with
patients while maintaining strict anti-virus
controls.

BESA SHAPLLO
ALBANIA
15 Pray that God’s joy and peace
may reign amongst His sons and
daughters in Bathore, Albania.
16 Pray that the ministry of Mission Possible
Albania will be like a tree planted along the
shores of the water, bearing fruit in its season
become prosperous.

17 Give thanks to God for everything that has
made possible to make the ministry in the Hope
Centre fruitful, bringing light to all the kids,
teens and ladies and their families.
18 Pray that the team will understand the Lord's
will for this year and to persevere in sharing
the gospel.

VALERIU & ANGELA MUNTEANU
MOLDOVA
19 Pray that God would open new
doors for the Gospel in the village
of Tigheci.
20 Pray that the plans to welcome a team from the
USA later this year will take place.
21 Please pray that the Lord will add to his church
this year, following the challenges of the past
twelve months.
22 Please pray for the Moldovan government and
God’s blessing upon the new President as she
commits to removing corruption.

TEFIK & ANITA MUSOSKI
NORTH MACEDONIA
23 Please pray for the ministry
among the deaf community
in Prilep.
24 Pray for the Educational Club for the Deaf in
Bitola and opportunities to share the Gospel.
25 Pray that God would enable Tefik to develop
a project to create a religious dictionary in the
Macedonian sign language with an ultimate view
to create a translation of the Bible.
26 Please pray for Tefik, Anita and their children as
they serve God’s purposes in the town of Bitola
to which they were called.

NIKOLA & DANIELA ATANASOVI
BULGARIA
27 Please pray for the outreach to
the village of Golyam Chardak
where we wish to plant a church.

METIN MINTAS
TURKEY
28 Please pray for the ten families
in Dalaman who received store
cards to help them buy food for
six months during the winter.
29 Pray that the summer camps cancelled last year
due to the pandemic, will be able to be held in
the approaching summertime.
30 Please pray for the online services now being
broadcast live over the internet.
31 Please pray that the economy of Turkey will
recover as the tourists return and businesses
are restored.

— SPECIAL PRAYERS —
Thank you for your prayers for the family of
Pastor Lucian Tabac who sadly passed away
on 4th December 2020 after a short battle
with Covid-19. For several years, Lucian had
been a partner of TEN having planted and
then become the leader of Badicul Baptist
Church in Moldova.
• Please pray for Lucian’s wife, Svetlana as
she seeks God’s help each day to look after
their three daughters.
• Pray for the daughters, Mădălina (17), Sanda
(12) and Raluca (7) as they try to understand
their loss and cope with their school lives.
• Pray for God’s full provision for this grieving
family to help them continue to serve God in
their village.
• Pray that the wider family may each know
God’s presence during these dark times.
• Pray for the members and leaders of Badicul
Baptist Church as they continue to be a
witness in the community.
• Pray that many of Lucian’s contacts in the
community will come to faith through this
sudden loss.
• Please pray for the team of pastors who
faithfully serve God in the Cahul region
of Moldova
• Pray that the coronavirus will not afflict more
families in the poor nation of Moldova.

More thoughts on giving
By James Vaughton, CEO TEN

We have been blown away by how God has provided
during this time of uncertainty!
Our Covid-19 appeal in the summer
and then the Harvest for the Hungry
appeal have provoked a wonderful
and generous response from so many
supporters. Individuals and churches
have been incredibly generous, and I
believe it is important that we share
that good news with you.
At the time of writing, last year’s
Harvest for the Hungry appeal
surpassed £40,000, the largest total
amount for several years! Thank you
so much. We have had more requests
for funds than ever before from
our partners, so this is a wonderful
example of God’s provision. Thank
you for the part you are playing in
making this possible.
However, we cannot be complacent
and so I take this opportunity to
encourage you to take a fresh look at
our Essential Gifts Catalogue, which
was mailed out to you in October or go
online to www.essentialgifts.org, and
consider choosing a gift. As well as the
normal printed gift cards you can now
also get a digital e-card.
Why not consider using the
catalogue this year when thinking
about birthdays or anniversaries
during 2021? Please consider
promoting it in your church too.
Finally, a big thank you to those who
chose Essential Gifts for Christmas.

MATCH-FUNDING:
MAKING YOUR
SUPPORT GO
FURTHER
Match-funding
is a growing
approach to
charitable
giving. It
means that a
gift given can be
doubled or more
in order to fund one-off items in
support of ministry. Recently we
helped Danny and Vera Kuranji
in Novi Sad to raise the funds
for a new van for their marketstall business. To make this
possible, the local project put in
a proportion, two donors offered
to match-fund and TEN was
able to make up the difference.
We have adopted this approach
with several partners now. It is
a great way to make a gift go
further and help our partners to
purchase items from computers
to vehicles. If you are interested
in finding out more, please get in
touch with me on:
james.vaughton@ten-uk.org
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GIVE TO TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK
!

1. SINGLE DONATION
I would like to give £
Please charge my: Visa

(total amount). Please acknowledge my donation:
Mastercard

CAF Charity Card

I enclose a cheque made payable to TEN
Card number:
Security code:

Expiry date:

(Last three digits on back of card)

Signature:

/

Name on card:

2. REGULAR DONATION
Instruction to your bank or building society to make standing order payments to TEN.
Name and address of your Bank or Building Society:
Bank/Building Society:
Branch address:
				Postcode:
Account number:

Sort code:

Please pay to: Lloyds, Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2HT to the credit of Eurovangelism,
account number: 38611760, sort code: 30-94-80, the sum of:
First payment date: D

£

D / M

M / Y

and on the same day of each successive
Signature:

3.

Y

Y

Y

(month/quarter/year) until otherwise advised.
Full name:

Date:

MAKE YOUR GIFT WORTH 25% MORE!

If you are a UK taxpayer please complete this Gift Aid declaration which will enable us to claim tax back
on your gift, making it worth 25% more.
I am a UK taxpayer and want TEN (registered name Eurovangelism) to reclaim tax on all my donations until further
notice. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the difference.
Please notify us if you: want to cancel this declaration; change your name or home address; no longer pay sufficient
tax on your income and/or capital gains.
Title:

Full name:

Address:
Postcode:

Date:

		Please tick if you want tax to be reclaimed only on this single donation.

Please complete and return this form to:
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The Future of TEN—

Telling a New Story
By James Vaughton, CEO TEN

I've been at TEN for 20 months and I've spent time
getting to know the TEN family and organisation.
Over the last year, I've been working toward an updated
strategy and I'd like to share some of that with you.
One of the things I picked up very
quickly when I started at TEN was the
importance of telling the stories of our
partners. Since our origins with Dave
Foster, we have continued to write and
talk about the people we meet and stay
in touch with.
Christians in the UK continue to
respond by praying, giving and going.
As I considered this, alongside the
present challenges that we face (in
Europe and as an organisation), I knew
clearly that God was prompting us to
be telling a new story. There was a
sense of continuity with the DNA of
the past and a need for new stories
to be told. This will be foundational
in shaping the next few years. We will
be working with current partners to
empower them to develop and grow
new ministries, but we are also looking

to engage new younger partners;
the next generation of leaders and a
new generation of mission-minded
influencers in the UK. This will be
challenging but I believe that this is the
path God has set before us at TEN.
Our vision is to see empowered
Christians sharing the Gospel and lives
being transformed in Eastern
Europe. We will continue to
do this through compassion,
evangelism and church
planting. The three areas of
focus towards this end will be:
• Deepening and strengthening
partner relationships
• Inspiring and equipping
mission-focused Christians in
the UK
• Strengthening TEN’s
foundation so that we can
continue to be effective in
what God has called us
Within each of these themes
there is much to be done and
over the next few issues of
Connect I will share some of
that with you. However, as a
starting point, the foundation

Our vision is to see
empowered Christians
sharing the gospel and
lives being transformed
in Eastern Europe.
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Rock of Ages
in a pandemic

for our activity is prayer. We have
over the last year sought to ‘up the
ante’ in terms of prayer. This has
been seen in the appointment of
Lorina O’Chieng as volunteer Prayer
Ambassador; a growing Intercessors
Group; using social media and other
electronic means to encourage prayer
and online prayer gatherings for
partners and supporters.
I know that many of you pray
faithfully for TEN so please can I
ask you to be praying for the board,
the staff team and me as we take the
strategy forward. Please be praying
that we would not ‘lean on our own
understanding, but in all our ways
acknowledge Him’ (Proverbs 3:5–6)
who, ‘will do immeasurably more
than we can ask or imagine!’
(Ephesians 3:20).
Thank you.

By Ronela Cristian, Romania

‘Things can change in the
blink of an eye.’ This fact
became a reality in 2020
as the global pandemic
reached Romania and
impacted us all.
The heavy restrictions imposed
on travel and social meeting
resulted in all visits to prisons
being cancelled. This had a sudden
impact on our well-established
ministry among many prisons
across the nation. We prayed and
asked the Lord what we should do.
We looked at what we could
offer online and quickly became
familiar with Zoom as a way to
keep in touch, both as a team
and also with our many contacts
behind bars. In fact, the prison
authorities were also impacted by
the loss of outside visits and wrote
to Rock of Ages asking if we could
run online courses for the inmates!
We reacted as quickly as we
could and set up Zoom group
sessions in prisons that had the
internet facilities. We also received
requests from prisons with whom
we had no previous links. They
were very keen for us to provide
Bible courses online. Some asked
if we could provide laptops as not
all prisons had the technology.
How things have changed!
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Church planting in
North Macedonia
despite the coronavirus
It was several years ago that former drug addict, Robert
Salamanov came to faith and felt God stirring his heart
toward mission.
Robert served faithfully in the local
church in Shtip, led by TEN partners
Petre Petrov and Vance Golomeov,
and helped with the regular outreach
into the nearby town of Sveti Nikole.
As time went by, he took a special
interest in reaching the town of
Radovish, some 30km further south.
He took some pastoral training with
the Bible League and prepared to leave
the security and familiarity of their
hometown of Shtip and relocate with
his wife and son to Radovish.
For eighteen months, Robert
travelled each week to Radovish
to pray and to reach out to the
community through facilities
made available at the
local library. Many
people were being
reached with the
Gospel. This was
an exciting time and
there was a strong
sense of a new
season and mission
adventure ahead of
them and then the
coronavirus arrived.

Visits were curtailed due to travel
and social meeting restrictions. There
was much prayer about what to do
next and frequent telephone calls
were made to the new contacts.
Robert and his wife Krasi (see
magazine cover photo) prayed
fervently. They believed that God
wanted them to move to Radovish. At
first it looked impossible as the family
searched every day for a suitable
apartment. The impact of the growing
Covid-19 crisis continued to make
things difficult.
At last, after fervent prayer, an ideal
apartment was found and as Robert
negotiated the rent with the
landlady, they explained
who they were and
about their hopes to
run Bible studies
in their home. The
owner who was
Eastern Orthodox
listened carefully
and then with a big
smile welcomed them
as new tenants. God
had opened a door.
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Photo: Outreach in the library, Radovish

TEN

Snippets

Dragan & Biljana
Manev, North
Macedonia
In Resen, where we
have planted a new
church, we had an opportunity to
baptise an older sister who is unable
to walk. For herself, her entire
family, and for all the village it is a
big encouragement that she was
able to take part in this baptism.

Stilian Mihailov,
Bulgaria
I continue to oversee
the growing church
in the village of Yagoda
and visit the church in this small
community on a bi-weekly base. In
the last months I have been slowly
involving ministers from our church
in Stara Zagora and giving them
opportunity to minister there. This
practice I believe is good for both
sides – from one side – it is good
for the church in Yagoda because
they have more people involved in
their ministry. On the other hand it
is good because our ministers have
opportunity to develop their gifts
and to grow in the Lord.

Mirco Andreev,
North Macedonia
The social distancing
guidance, as a result
of the coronavirus meant
that we could not accommodate
as many people in our normally
‘packed’ church building in Skopje.
We took two months to extend the
whole building and to build a roof
to cover a former courtyard. Our
larger sanctuary is now ready for
services once the regulations allow
us to meet together.
Petre Petrov,
North Macedonia

Zoli Vegel, Serbia
Following an online
contact, Aleksandra
got in touch with us.
To our surprise, she rents
an apartment in the block where
we live and now often meet on the
stairs. Aleksandra is being discipled,
she has millions of questions and
is eagerly reading the Bible and
praying. Please pray that she will be
protected from opposition from her
Serbian Orthodox family who regard
the evangelical church as a cult.

Beyond our
expectation, in
September we were able
to baptise four new believers. They
included Matea, the daughter of
Trajche, who is our church worship
leader in Shtip and a new family who
started attending church for several
months and wished to be baptised.
The father was the first police officer
I have ever baptised—a crime
inspector! It was a great joy for us all
down at the river outside the city.
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Why I am leaving a
legacy to TEN in my Will
Life during 2020 has presented most of us with challenges
we never expected to face. The coronavirus pandemic has
robbed many of us of our normal routines, impacted our
health and mental wellbeing, and sadly cost many people
their lives.
Covid has also prompted many of us
to take stock and evaluate our
priorities. In recent days two of our
long-term supporters have each
contacted TEN and told us that they
have decided to leave a legacy in their
Will. Jenny and Barbara both want to
ensure that God’s work will continue
among some of the poorest people in
Eastern Europe.
Jenny explained her reasons.
“Several years ago, I had the privilege
of visiting Kosovo on two occasions
and witnessed the amazing work of
TEN’s partners. I saw first-hand the
terrible poverty of children covered in
mud and dirt. I met widows struggling
to survive and my visit to the
Roma camps was a real
eye-opener. I tried
to imagine what it
must be like for
them during the
winter months.
These visits made
me want to do
something about it
and I have been an
active supporter of
TEN ever since.”

Barbara tells her story.
“It has been wonderful
to be associated with
Transform Europe
Network for many
years and I feel that
God is leading me
to leave the society
a legacy in my Will.
I am impressed by
the way TEN functions
and, clearly, God is richly
blessing its work. The policy
of using indigenous partners
means the society supports Christians
with hands-on, local knowledge and
also that money is well used. TEN
keeps supporters well informed so
that we can feel involved and our
prayers are targeted. I want God to
continue to bless this work both now
and in the future.”
With the help of faithful supporters
like Jenny and Barbara, TEN can
invest in the future by supporting the
new generation of leaders and church
planters and providing long-term help
to those in greatest need.
To find out more, email:
melanie.griffiths@ten-uk.org
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WinterHelp stories
WinterHelp reaches
Oradea, Romania
Bianca is 14 years old and has a
very rare form of cancer. She has
been cared for by
Emanuel Hospice
for two years
now. Bianca’s
mother had to
care for her
while she was
in the hospital
and this meant that
she was unable to work to support
Bianca and her two younger sisters.
The sisters were embarrassed to go
to school because their shoes were
so unsuitable. Thanks to WinterHelp
donations, Emanuel Hospice were
able to provide all three daughters
with new jackets and shoes to stay
warm during the winter. This means
everything to Bianca and her family.
Because of your generosity and
Emanuel Hospice’s dedication,
they’ve experienced God’s care.

WinterHelp reaches
Pristina, Kosovo
An open fire or log burner in the UK
is often thought of as a luxury. For
many families in Pristina, Kosovo, it’s
an essential need.
At Fellowship
of the Lord’s
People church,
the team have
worked hard
to distribute
firewood to 24
families in need.
Leonora Maloku
tells us, “For many families, winter
is about survival. It’s living with fear
about tomorrow and waiting to see if
somebody will care enough to help.”

WinterHelp reaches Lebane, Serbia
TEN’s partner, Danijel Reckovic who leads a church in Lebane, Serbia was helped
to buy firewood for ten families and shoes for eighteen children through donations
to WinterHelp. This makes a massive difference. Danijel says, “It is hard for
Roma children to remain in school. They often don’t have adequate
footwear or clothes during wintertime and this has led to them
being rejected at school. It’s particularly hard for their parents to
provide for them because they rely on seasonal summer work.
By the winter, finances become tighter. Who would think that
providing the funds to buy a pair of shoes would not only keep
feet warm and dry but also provide an education?
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Freezing temperatures
and little or no state help
will leave thousands of families
struggling for food and warmth this winter.
You can help.
Donations to TEN’s WinterHelp appeal enable our partners to
buy food, clothing, logs, and other provisions much more cheaply
than it would be to source and send supplies from the UK.

Visit ten-uk.org/winterhelp to make a donation.
Essential Gifts can be purchased to help support those living in
extreme poverty. Gifts that our partners in Europe have requested
for this winter include:
» A new blanket (£12)
» A woolly hat, gloves and scarf (£15)
» A month of hot meals at a soup kitchen (£22)
» A winter coat (£25)
» A month’s supply of logs (£40)
» A winter bundle (£70)

Visit ten-uk.org/essentialgifts to purchase a gift.

