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EDITORIAL

The legacy
Early pioneers of TEN,
such as Dave Foster
and Gary Cox, could
never have imagined
that thousands of lives
in Europe would be
transformed as a result of
their brave and determined
efforts 50 years ago.
Their journeys often appeared reckless,
when faced with the Iron Curtain and a
repressive Communist regime. As they
forged their way into Eastern Europe,
their profound expressions of faith
brought hope to beleagured Christian
leaders. God opened a door that no-one
was able to shut.
This edition of Connect marks 30
years since the fall of the Berlin Wall.
We look at some of today's men and
women who travel into Europe,
sometimes alone, but more commonly

in teams sent out from UK churches.
Young and not-so-young Christians,
who freely give of their time to go and
support the work of TEN's partners.
Take a look at pages 6–7 with
opportunities for short term mission
in 2020.
Of course, not everyone can go and
we are thankful to God for an army of
supporters who pray, share the stories,
raise funds and give to finance this work.

Thank you so much to everyone who gives regularly through the
magazine. If you wish to receive a receipt, please provide an email
address, if possible. This helps to reduce our postage costs.
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Welcome
As an 18-year-old,
I remember considering
different opportunities to serve
on beach missions run by Scripture Union.
I ended up in Polzeath, Cornwall, preaching,
leading youth work for the next three years.
Taking that opportunity to step out in faith has helped
to shape what I now do. At the time, I had no idea of
where it would lead, however that decision has led me
to different countries, to study theology, to be part of
starting new ministries and now to TEN!
Recently, I was privileged to spend a few hours with
Dave Foster, our founder. Dave, like me, served with
Youth for Christ and saw great opportunities behind
the Iron Curtain. He pushed his way in. His tenacity
led to Billy Graham preaching to thousands and many
ministries being planted. Arguably, much that TEN and
its partners do today could be traced back to Dave
seizing that opportunity.
I've been talking on the phone to Mircho Andreev.
He's the leader of the Evangelical Church in North
Macedonia. He was sharing with me how it all started
30 years ago and how God continues to present
opportunities; they are currently looking at 12 new
church plants!
In this issue of Connect we are focused on
opportunities. You will read about the impact of a team
serving in Romania, Nick Clarke’s visit to Moldova and
more. Can I encourage you to ask God what he might
say to you as you read this edition of our magazine?
What might you pray for, give to or do? You never know
where taking those steps may lead you.
Thank you for your generosity and prayers. Please
continue to pray for our partners, who continue to take
the opportunities given by God.
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The fall of the Berlin Wall
changed everything!
by Naomi Greenwood, TEN Operations Assistant

This November will mark thirty years since the Berlin
Wall was dramatically torn down with bare hands,
hammers and mechanical diggers.
a clandestine affair for the first few
decades of this ministry. But the fall of
the Berlin Wall changed everything! It
marked the beginning of opportunities
to get alongside our partners in these
countries, to openly build on the
foundations that had been laid under
the restrictive regimes of Communism.”
By 1990, Germany was unified and
Communism collapsed across Europe.
In the following year, Christmas and
Easter holiday dates were restored
to the calendars of all former
Communist countries. Albania, which
had declared itself the first atheistic
state, allowed humanitarian aid to
enter and the first Albanian Children’s
Bibles were freely distributed. In a
Siberian prison camp, Dave Foster
and Gary Cox shared communion
and witnessed a baptism service.
Thousands of food parcels were
shipped from the UK to people in
desperate need and this ministry of
compassion, aided by TEN's partners,
resulted in the annual Harvest for the
Hungry appeal.
Today, we are blessed to freely visit
any of the nations of Europe. The
open door into Europe presents the
greatest scope to share our faith.

The destruction of the wall in 1989, for
which tens of thousands had prayed,
brought the divided German people
together. It also opened the way for
Christians to openly share the gospel
in countries across Eastern Europe,
where evangelism and most church
activity had been suppressed.
Dave Foster, founder of
Eurovangelism/TEN, reflects back
on that time: “Supporting the work
of nationals in Eastern Europe was
4

My reflections
on the 2019
Summer camps
by Monika Mahr, Director CASA Grace, Romania

I want to share why this year's camps
were so good. Firstly, I learnt lessons that
I needed to learn or be reminded of.
For example, He is a real God that
keeps all the things under control. We
did our part in organising, and even
then, not all the things were as we
planned. He directed all things and in
the end we had the right children and
teenagers in both camps.
He is a powerful God who uses us
if we are ready for Him to lead us. It
was so encouraging to see each of us
strengthened by Him as we stayed in
His presence and remained ready to
obey Him. As we prepared for this
year’s camp, I started to stress and
became filled with fear. One night
as I woke up, God calmed down my
heart, and He reminded me that He
is in control. His peace filled me so
that when I looked at the storm—He
spoke what I needed to hear.
I went to this camp with an
unusual chest pain. It didn’t stop
me from any activity, except going
into the forest, but helped me
to constantly rely on Him. This
year, the camps gave plenty of
opportunity to have deep discussions
with the children and teenagers.

I was so encouraged to feel His
love and care for all of us. Even in
the moments when it was hard, such
as when I felt the pain of a young girl
who had lost her mother, God gave
me the power to show the way to Him.
I was surrounded by real Christians,
and even though there are language,
cultural and age differences, in Him all
this doesn’t matter and we can work
together for His Kingdom."
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Mission opportunities
A range of exciting, short-term mission opportunities
in 2020 to change lives in Europe!

Moldova

Valeriu and Angela,
Tigheci Baptist Church
“We would welcome
a small team of six
people to help us run a
Summer Camp in July
2020.”

Serbia

North Macedonia
Dragan and Biljana,
Resen Evangelical
Church

“We would welcome a
small team of people
for outreach using
puppets in January
2020.”

Romania

Romania

Marinela,
Emanuel Hospice
“We need a team of
10–12 people to help
us run the Hospice
Summer Camp on 3rd
to 8th August 2020.”

Moldova

Dusan and Mirjana,
Novi Sad

Gavril and Aghi,
Tinca Baptist Church

Anatol,
Cahul Baptist Church

“We would welcome
a variety of teams
to help with DIY,
outreach or Summer
Camps throughout
2020.”

“We need a small
team to help with
practical DIY projects
for a week or fortnight,
either during April and
June or September to
October 2020.”

“We would welcome
a team of 10–14
people to help with
our Summer Camp on
30th May to 6th June
2020.”
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North Macedonia
Petre and Daniela,
Shtip

“We would love a team
of up to 10 people
to help with DIY or
outreach during the
summer 2020.”

Romania

Monika, CASA Grace
“We would welcome a
team of 20 people to
help us run our annual
Summer Camps in July
2020.”

Moldova

Misa and Ina,
Pelinei and Ursoaia
Baptist Church
“We need a team of
5 or 6 people to help
us run social projects
in June 2020.”

One of TEN's
Church Partners
already interested

Romania

Moldova

Gavril and Aghi,
Tinca Baptist Church

Vasile and Maria,
Brinza Baptist Church

“We need a team of
3–5 women to teach
and encourage women
in the church regards
their ministry during
2020.”

“We need a team of
6–8 people to help us
run the Summer Camp
in July 2020.”

For the latest mission team opportunities visit:

www.ten-uk.org/short-term-mission
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We are delighted to
announce that Rachel
Graham will be helping
as a volunteer to grow
our teams work in
Europe, giving a day per
week from October.
If you are interested
in leading or being
part of a team in 2020
you can email Rachel:
tenteams@ten-uk.org

Mission Team member
highlights 2019
Ignite Team helping with Summer Camps in Romania
“This year's camp exceeded all expectations! I loved every
second of it! I loved the kids, the food, the accommodation.”

Joel

“I enjoyed chatting and praying with some of the
older girls who were asking for more of God.”

Faith

“God gave us the energy and strength to give the
incredible kids a fantastic few days on camp.”

Martha

“On day one they were quiet, shy and
troubled, but by the end of camp it
was as if they had come alive.”

“Because of God’s love, strength and guidance
we were able to work together so smoothly as
a team, and we were like one big family.”

Mike

Kathy

“We all struggled with tiredness but we
were backbones to each other, so we
were able to smash out the camp.”

“I feel more at home in Romania than anywhere
else as I feel such a closeness and reliance on God.”

Megan

Lucy

“It was wonderful to see many of the children
encounter the Lord Jesus for themselves.”

Ryan

“Seeing a young teenage girl who at the start of
week was non-responsive and from a very difficult
background. By the end of the camp she was carrying
her Bible around and proudly writing out Bible verses.”

Rachel
Ignite Team from Keynsham Elim Church, Bristol support
CASA Grace Summer Camps in Romania every year.
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HEART CRY

Prayer requests from across Europe

October – December 2019
ten-uk.org/pray
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— OCTOBER 2019 —
VANCE & TANJA GOLOMEOV
NORTH MACEDONIA
1

Pray for all the people contacted
on the street in Shtip during the
four-day outreach with the team
from the USA.

ALEX & MILENA VULKANOVI
BULGARIA
2

Pray for the approval by the local
government of the church building
plans.

3

Pray that God would raise up godly men and
women of faith during the national elections.

4

Pray that new Christians would be strengthened
by God's power.

8

Pray for the recent outreach in
Struga with brother Anakondia
and his team from Argentina.

9

Pray for the upcoming two-week visit from
brother David Neighbor to develop plans for the
Evangelical Church in Macedonia and for the
church in Kosovo.

10 Pray for the mission team from Mississippi, USA
as they prepare for the pastors conference,
youth conference, men's and women's meetings
later this month.

TOMISLAV & LIDIJA DOBUTOVIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
11 Pray for good participation and
decisions for Christ as a result of
the Alpha course starting tonight.
12 Pray for the Bosnian church leaders involved in
the consultations regarding evangelism in the
Islamic world.

ICO MATULIĆ
CROATIA
5

Pray for every guest at today's
church wedding of Peter and
Petra, a young couple who are
new believers.

6

Pray for the fundraising concert in Vela
Luka with Danko Tomanić, a blind Christian
songwriter. The money raised will be earmarked
for the Blind People Association in Korcula.

TOMISLAV & LIDIJA DOBUTOVIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
7

MIRCHO & NADA ANDREEV
NORTH MACEDONIA

Pray for those attending the
30 hours of prayer Burn 24/7
initiative in Sarajevo.

DRAGAN & BILJANA MANEV
NORTH MACEDONIA
13 Pray for this week's Roma
conference in Sarajevo, Bosnia
and Herzegovina where many
workers among Roma people will
gather together.
14 Pray for apple season in our town of Resen.
October is great opportunity to get alongside
neighbours and to share the Good News.
15 Pray for the new believers in Resen who are
preparing for their next step of water baptism.

It is with sadness that we inform you of the passing of
Helen Harflett, TEN Ambassador on Sunday 8th September.
Join in our prayers for Tom, the Harflett family and friends.

MARINELA ROTARIU
ROMANIA

SLAVKO & SANJA HADZIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

16 Pray that the children who
attended the Summer camps will
grow in their faith as they face
suffering and loss.

26 Pray that many lives will be
changed at tonight's 'Love, Hope
& Faith' event with international
speaker, Nick Vujicic in Sarajevo with up to
2,000 attending.

17 Pray that the hospice clinical team will care with
compassion for the dying patients.

JOVICA & SAVKA BACVANSKI
MONTENEGRO
18 Pray that God would provide us
with funds towards a new car.
This need is vital to support our
ministry.

ANATOLI & DESI YANKOVI
BULGARIA
19 Pray for God's provision to repair
the sports hall and to provide new
exercise mats for the Integration
through Sport outreach among
Roma and Turkish children.

ERION & GENTIANA CUNI
ALBANIA
20 Pray for new volunteers with a
heart and passion for teaching the
children in the youth centre.

TOMISLAV & LIDIJA DOBUTOVIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
27 Pray for the students attending the
English course outreach running
for the next few weeks.

METIN MINTAZ
TURKEY
28 Please pray for a recently
baptised family couple who are
trying to start a new business
after becoming unemployed.
29 Pray that the Lord would strengthen the six
people recently baptised and help them to be
used in ministry.
30 Pray for the former Jehovah's Witness who is
attending Bible classes and looking for the truth.
31 Pray for foreign missionaries who, after many
years of serving in Turkey, are being deported
following the abolition of their residency
permits. May the Lord do extraordinary works.

21 Pray that the people taking part in small Bible
study groups all over Albania might grow in
Spirit and action.
22 Pray that we might see God's kingdom grow
through our church plants and meet the needs
of the many church planters across Albania.
23 Pray for us as family that we might achieve
a good balance between time for ministry,
travelling to churches and family time.
24 Pray for all the churches using Christianity
Explored across Albania and beyond and for the
plans to introduce Discipleship Explored.
25 Pray for the launch of the seven-session
evangelistic presentation, Soul and CY designed
especially for young people.

— NOVEMBER 2019 —
DRAGAN & BILJANA MANEV
NORTH MACEDONIA
1

Pray for the Christian women's
conference, 1st to 3rd November,
in Hotel Dream for about 400
women from all over North Macedonia.

MIRCEA & RONELA CRISTIAN
ROMANIA
2

Pray for the Christmas outreach
programmes in all of the 20
prisons we visit on a regular basis.

3

Please pray for God's provision for House of
Hope to help find a suitable building plot or an
existing building.

4

Pray for God's provision to meet the many
practical needs of prisoners.

5

Pray for stability in the prison system. This
enables the Rock of Ages team to take the
gospel to the inmates.

6

Pray that God would send new teams of
volunteers into prisons which have requested
our help.

13 Pray for the Level 1 Langham Preaching Seminar
which takes place for the first time ever in
Montenegro on 15–17 November.

ANATOLI & DESI YANKOVI
BULGARIA
14 Pray that God would intervene in
the Bulgarian government plans to
remove children from their parents.
15 Pray that God would restore the economy
of Svishtov and create more employment
opportunities.

SLAVKO & SANJA HADZIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

16 Pray that many more students will be able to
access higher education.
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17 Pray that Bulgaria's evangelical Christians will
be free to confess their faith and meet together
without fear.

Pray for the salvation of students
that I will be speaking to during
evangelistic events in Moldova.

JOVICA & SAVKA BACVANSKI
MONTENEGRO
8

9

Pray that those who were recently
baptised, including our sons,
Jovan and Aleksandar will grow in
faith and maturity.
Pray for Aleksandar as he plays guitar and helps
with the church worship team.

10 Pray that God would raise up more women
in the church, especially to support my wife,
Savka. We have a strong majority of men.

PETRE & DANIELA PETROV
NORTH MACEDONIA
11 Please pray for this week's
Pastors Conference in Strumica
with pastor Wayne Neuper from
Dresden, Germany.

SLAVKO & SANJA HADZIC
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
12 Pray for a good outcome from
this week's series of seminars on
evangelism at the Bible Institute in
Mostar.

18 Pray that the hospital in Svishtov would be able
to employ more specialists.
19 Pray that two Smart TV screens would be
donated for use during worship.
20 Pray for the funds to complete the renovation of
the fellowship lounge to serve coffee and treats.

MARIAN & IONICA ŞERBAN
ROMANIA
21 Please pray for this month's
promotion events by the board of
Project Romanian Rescue
22 Pray that God would provide a psychologist to
permanently work with our residential children.
23 Please pray for the girls waiting to be admitted
to the Casa Anna residence.
24 Please pray that Project Romanian Rescue staff
members will enjoy good health and cope with
the stress of their work.

GAVRIL & AGHI COVACI
ROMANIA
25 Pray for the healing of sick
brothers and sisters in the church
families of Tinca, Tarcea and
Vasad.

26 Pray that God would work in the lives of the
teenagers who are hungry to know more of
Jesus.

5

Pray that the Mission Possible Albania team will
zealously share the Word and and bring more
children and youth to faith.

27 Pray that God would raise up leaders for the
new mission churches.

6

Pray for the English language project supported
by the US Embassay in Tirana.

28 Pray for the latest group of candidates preparing
for water baptism.
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Pray for the new project in Bathore, 'Promoting
the Gospel through Sports'.

29 Pray for Gavril and Aghi to be in good health as
they reach their Roma brothers and sisters with
the Gospel.

ICO MATULIĆ
CROATIA
30 Pray for Toni, Peter and Neven
as they begin their studies at
Mostar Bible School in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

— DECEMBER 2019 —
ALEX & MILENA VULKANOVI
BULGARIA
1

Pray for God`s blessing upon
the plans for a special outreach
service at Christmas.

ERION & GENTIANA CUNI
ALBANIA
2

Pray that all of the planned
Christmas activities will have the
focus of reaching and sharing the
Good News.

BESA SHAPLLO
ALBANIA
3

Pray that the Mission Possible
ministry at the Hope Centre bring
light to the people of Bathore.

4

Please pray that the many supported families in
Bathore will find grace and favour from God and
have revelations from God to receive Jesus in
their lives.

VANCE & TANJA GOLOMEOV
NORTH MACEDONIA
8

Pray for the completion of the
church roof in Shtip.

9

Please pray that God would
speak into the hearts of the men we visit in Shtip
prison.

10 Pray for the growth of the church in Sveti Nikole
and especially for the Wednesday meetings.
11 Pray for divine protection upon Vance, his wife
Tanja, their children and the ministry to which
God has called them.

PETRE AND DANIELA PETROV
NORTH MACEDONIA
12 Pray for the funds to complete the
church building project in Shtip.
13 Pray for the continued outreach
and church planting in Radovish.

LUCIAN AND SVETLANA TABAC
MOLDOVA
14 Pray that the work on the exterior
of the church building in Badicu
would be completed before the
winter season.
15 Pray for God's blessing on the schooling of the
daughters of Lucian and Svetlana Tabac. Raluca
is a first grader, Sanda is in secondary school
and Mădălina goes to high school.
16 Pray for Lucian's relationship with the 25-year
old, single man expected to become the next
mayor of Badicu, that he finds God for himself.

17 Pray for Moldova and the government, and may
God rid corruption in all areas of society and
especially in the judicial system.

MARINELA ROTARIU
ROMANIA
18 Pray for the smooth running of
the hospice management and
administrative team.
19 Pray for the success of the Emanuel Hospice
fundraising campaign, Give Me One More Hour.
20 Pray for new supporters to help achieve the
building of the Christian Hospice Centre in
Oradea.

MISA & INA HIORESCU
MOLDOVA
21 Please pray for the young people
from our churches to remain
strong in the face of worldly
values.
22 Pray for the church leaders in Pelinei and
Ursoaia — that they would be able to give
healthy teachings to their Church, that the Lord
would give them wisdom in everything they do.
23 Pray for the children who come to the Day Care
Centre, so they would fear the Lord from a
young age and grow as healthy generation in
the Lord.

VALERIU & ANGELA MUNTEANU
MOLDOVA
24 Please pray for a clear vision
in the ministry under God's
guidance.
25 Pray for unity among the church workers in
Tigheci and good fellowship with neighbouring
churches.
26 Pray that belivers would have clarity to better
understand their calling and role within the
church.
27 Pray that the evangelical churches in Moldova
would become a witness for Christ with wisdom
and kindness.

28 Pray that there would be more God-fearing
people in the government of Moldova.

DRAGAN & BILJANA MANEV
NORTH MACEDONIA
29 Pray for puppet show team from
UK that will run several puppet
shows between the New Year and
Orthodox Christmas.

LUCIAN & SVETLANA TABAC
MOLDOVA
30 Pray that the boys who train to
play football in Larga will be
encouraged to attend a youth
Bible study group and that their
parents will give consent.
31 Pray that God would provide a church building
in Larga to serve as a Christian centre in the
community.

TEN is looking for a
Prayer Ambassador
Are you passionate about prayer?
TEN is looking for a prayerful and
enthusiastic volunteer to inspire and
coordinate prayer for our partners
in Europe, support and expand our
network of intercessors, help to edit
our quarterly Heart Cry prayer diary
and coordinate and develop new
prayer initiatives.
The role requires good administration,
organisation and communications
and it would be helpful to be familiar
with digital communications, such as
Mailchimp and Facebook.
Please contact Melanie Griffiths at
melanie.griffiths@ten-uk.org or phone
the TEN office on 0117 961 5161.

COUNTRY
FOCUS:

urkey
T

Since the beginning of the
20th century, the Christian
population (mostly Orthodox)
in Turkey has declined from
22% to 0.21%.
Today only 0.008% of Turkey's people
are evangelical Christians. There are 60
ethnic groups in Turkey, of which 63% are
unreached. Few of the 73 million Muslims
have heard the Gospel. Pray for the people
of Turkey to be reached for the Gospel.
The situation for Christians is becoming
increasingly difficult. In recent times, when
long-term Christian mission partners in
Turkey go abroad, they have great difficulty
returning. They are sent back to their own
countries, their residence permits are
cancelled and they are not allowed to enter
the country. There has also been an increase
in hate speech. Pray for God’s protection
on Christians, as they continue to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
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PLEASE PRAY:
• Pray for a radical
change in deep-seated
prejudices and biases
against Christianity.
• Pray for wise leadership
to peacefully navigate
tensions between
nationalists, radical
Islamists, and Kurds.
• Pray for the Gospel to
advance in power amid
increased hostilities
and persecution.
• Pray for the growth and
fruitfulness of the Bible
Correspondence Course
reaching hundreds of
people in remote areas
of Turkey.

GIVE TO TRANSFORM EUROPE NETWORK
I would like to give £
Please charge my: Visa

!

1. SINGLE DONATION
(total amount). Please acknowledge my donation:
Mastercard

CAF Charity Card

I enclose a cheque made payable to TEN
Card number:
Security code:

(Last three digits on back of card)

Signature:

Expiry date:

/

Name on card:

2. REGULAR DONATION
Instruction to your bank or building society to make standing order payments to TEN.
Name and address of your Bank or Building Society:
Bank/Building Society:
Branch address:
				Postcode:
Account number:

Sort code:

Please pay to: Lloyds, Regent Street, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2HT to the credit of Eurovangelism,
account number: 38611760, sort code: 30-94-80, the sum of:
£

First payment date: D

D / M

and on the same day of each successive
Signature:

3.

M / Y

Y

Y

Y

(month/quarter/year) until otherwise advised.
Full name:

Date:

MAKE YOUR GIFT WORTH 25% MORE!

If you are a UK taxpayer please complete this Gift Aid declaration which will enable us to claim tax
back on your gift, making it worth 25% more.
I am a UK taxpayer and want TEN (registered name Eurovangelism) to reclaim tax on all my donations until further
notice. I understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay the difference.
Please notify us if you: want to cancel this declaration; change your name or home address; no longer pay sufficient
tax on your income and/or capital gains.
Title:

Full name:

Address:
Postcode:

Date:

		Please tick if you want tax to be reclaimed only on this single donation.

Please complete and return this form to:
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Out and about
Bangor Worldwide Missionary Convention, August 2019
Bangor is a town with an epic
missionary history. In AD 558,
St. Comgall established an abbey
overlooking Belfast Lough in Northern
Ireland. This missionary thread
of grace has weaved its way down
the years to the Bangor Missionary
Convention, itself over 80 years old!
Our CEO, James
Vaughton, was invited
to speak at two
churches on the
Sunday and at
the convention
itself on the
Tuesday
evening
main event.

James shared some of the challenges
faced by our partners but also stories
of how God is at work among the
most marginalised people of Europe.
You can watch James speak at the
convention at vimeo.com/356279958
"It was a fantastic opportunity to
connect with other mission agencies
with a heart for Europe like ECM and
smaller charities working in individual
countries. A particular highlight was
connecting with folk from Trinity
Presbyterian Church and River of
Life Church, both in Bangor. It was
also really encouraging for me to be
joined by Rachel Graham, our new
TEN Teams Ambassador who lives in
Northern Ireland."

Uprising Europe, July 2019
What an inspiration to find more than 100
young people with a passion to pray for Europe.
They were gathered together in a large
marquee in the grounds of Ashburnham Place,
Sussex. James Vaughton and Melanie Griffiths
spent two days joining in with informal prayer
and fasting and meeting young people from
Romania, Albania and Ukraine. Melanie also met Liz
Bunton from The Burn 24/7 prayer movement who has
a real burden to pray for the next generation.

My story of TEN
Ian Morris, TEN Country Champion

Today's society encourages us to retire early,
relax, enjoy life and to create a personal bucket
list of interesting places to visit and new things
to experience! I beg to differ.
Back in the 90’s, my wife Jennifer and
I were both in educational jobs and
used our half term weeks to drive out
to Romania carrying food boxes from
our church in Nailsea, North Somerset.
While working on EU educational
projects in Romania and Bulgaria, Gary
Cox encouraged me to connect with
some of TEN's church leaders.
At 50, I was offered early retirement
and established my own company
Acts3ltd and spent several years
working on EU projects in Africa.
With Gary's blessing I helped to
establish the first Romanian hospice
facility, a training centre for street
children in Oradea and supported the
refurbishment of an orphanage
in Bulgaria.

In November 2015, just when
I thought retirement was finally
approaching, Jennifer was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer and passed
away in the January. This was
devastating, but I felt the Lord say
that he had not finished with me yet.
Later that year, I was invited to work
in Kenya and Bahrain. Each of these
paid projects gave me opportunities
to support local Christian projects and
activities. Then I was contracted to
work in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH),
my first European work for some years.
TEN CEO, Gerry Partridge suggested
that I could visit church leaders in
BiH as a TEN Country Champion and
provide encouragement and feedback
on their project needs. It has been a
delight to get to know several church
leaders in this country which had been
torn apart by civil war. The churches
are tiny compared to other European
countries, but we have a great God who
can do wonderful things. I love where
Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6, that
we have a ministry of reconciliation,
which fits so aptly with the role of a
TEN Country Champion and is so
appropriate for BiH.
Visiting a refugee camp in BiH with Pastor Tomislav
Dobutovic from Sarajevo Baptist Church October 2018
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Partner with a
church in Europe

WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

THE BENEFITS OF THE
CHURCH PARTNERSHIP
PROGRAMME INCLUDE:

The Church Partnership Programme
offers the opportunity to empower
and equip UK Christians as well as
enabling more sustainable support
for our partners in Eastern Europe.

• Support for the ongoing work of
discipleship within your local church
• An opportunity to empower, equip
and train UK Christians for mission

OUR CHURCH IS VERY
SMALL, WHAT CAN WE DO?

• Growing awareness of being part of
the worldwide church

Contact the TEN office to talk over
what kind of church relationship
you are looking for. A good starting
point is to think about getting a
small team to spend a few days
visiting a potential partner in
Europe. Most church partnerships
get started this way.

• Opportunity to build an ongoing,
mutually beneficial relationship
• Support and guidance from TEN
who have years of experience in
establishing partnership between
churches in the UK and our
partner countries

For more details about church partnership and twinning
options, contact Melanie: melanie.griffiths@ten-uk.org
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Kinmel Bay Church Partnership with Lucian Tabac, Moldova

When UK and European churches
connect there are plenty of
opportunities for Christians
to get involved. TEN’s Church
Partnership Programme aims to
support local churches by helping
them to fulfil their mission and
transform lives.

Solo in Moldova
by TEN supporter, Nick Clarke

In May 2019, TEN supporter, Nick Clarke had the
privilege of visiting the city of Cahul in Moldova, for
a short-term voluntary placement with TEN’s partner
church, Biserica Emanuel. He claimed that he had no particular
knowledge or skills to offer, other than a willingness to serve in
any way that he could be useful. Here’s Nick's story…
"I travelled for five hours on three
buses heading south for 200km from
the capital, Chisinau to Cahul. The bus
journey cost around £4. It was a great
joy to finally meet Anatol, the pastor
of Biserica Emanuel, an evangelical
Baptist church, based in the city
centre. Anatol, speaks good English, as
do many of the congregation, so there
were a lot of people I talked with.
"Apart from the Sunday morning
services and other regular activities,
such as youth groups, the church
is involved in outreach to the local
community by providing English
classes. These are very very popular,

well structured and take place between
2pm and 8pm most days other than
Sunday. Several hundred people from
Cahul and the surrounding villages
have already attended these classes.
As a native English speaker, I was able
to assist with this during my stay.
"I also had the opportunity to visit
a village school, where I was asked
to give my testimony to the children
as part of an English Comprehension
exercise. The children then asked
me questions to show they had
understood what I had said. What a
fantastic opportunity!
"I also rolled up my sleeves and
helped students to build flat-pack
furniture in preparation for the
summer camps. Emanuel Church also
has an ambitious campsite project at
an outlying village. They are building
several permanent properties, some
of which can be used as foster homes
for vulnerable or orphaned children.
Others can be used for summer camps
and as conference facilities.
"I am hoping to return to Cahul this
Autumn, to assist further in the work
of the Church."

Students receive their English certificates
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Fundraising was a
piece of cake
by Graham Brown

The plight of children in Romania who live with poverty became
the driving force for a unique fundraising idea by Bristol poet and
author, Graham Brown.
"I was well aware of the humanitarian
struggle of families in Romania because
of the feedback from church mission
teams visiting Oradea over the past
fifteen years. My church, Keynsham
Elim has built a strong relationship
with CASA (Christian Agency for Social
Action) in Oradea, north-west Romania
and provides help in many ways
throughout the year.
"Each Christmas, around 1,000 shoe
boxes packed with gifts are shipped
out each year and delivered by church
team members to families in need.
The water aid scheme, run by church
volunteers, helps to connect the homes
of poor families to a piped clean water
supply, rather than using the local
well. Each summer, the church's Ignite
Team run summer camps for up to 100
children and young people.
"One area of need that got my
attention was to supply the children
with new, much-needed backpacks
for school books and educational
materials. How could I help raise funds
to purchase backpacks?
"The idea dawned on me. Why not
write that book I'd been considering
and donate the proceeds to help

the children of Romania? With
encouragement from several friends, I
set about the task of writing my book
of daily devotions that focuses on the
promises of God found in Scripture.
"'You Can Have Your Cake And Eat It'
offers a daily slice of divine delight and
is offered for a donation of £10. My
paperback also includes some lovely
photos of Romanian children.
"To date, the book has generated
over £2,500 and enabled the purchase
of the first 100 school backpacks
and kit which were handed out to the
children during the recent summer
camps.
"If you would like to purchase a
copy, please get in touch with TEN."

Children in Romania receive school backpacks
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ive
G

FIVE WAYS
TO

1



Give online
As a monthly or
one-off gift:

ten-uk.org/give

TRANSFORM LIVES
IN EUROPE

2

3



Standing
order
Through your bank:
Complete the form
on page 16 (or
download one from
ten-uk.org/give) and
post to TEN

4  Telephone



Cheque
Payable to TEN
and post to:
Transform Europe
Network
23 Apex Court
Woodlands
Bradley Stoke
Bristol BS32 4JT

5  Purchase
Purchase an Essential Gift from
our catalogue either online or
by telephone:

Call TEN office and use your
debit or credit card:

ten-uk.org/shop
01179 615161

01179 615161
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Essential Gifts...
making a big
difference
Autumn presents a wonderful opportunity to purchase an item
from our Essential Gifts catalogue. Not only will you help a family in
need, but your gift card will bless your own friend or family member.
We are immensely grateful to you for your generous support. Gifts
totalling £4,000 have already been sent out this year at the request
of our partners. Here are just a few ways in which your gifts have
blessed the families our partners are seeking to help.
NIKOLA ATANASOV IN
PLOVDIV, BULGARIA
Funds sent to Nikola
Atanasov for school
supplies, snacks,
shoes and socks for
about 80 children.

DRAGAN MANEV
IN RESEN, NORTH
MACEDONIA
Received funds for
hygiene packs, school
supplies, snacks,
shoes and socks for
about ten families.

JOSIP PASTOR,
BITOLA, NORTH
MACEDONIA
Received a grant of
£156 towards the
costs of his Alpha
course materials.

“This year, thanks to your partnership, we
distributed many food parcels to widows and
retired people and managed to give a new
blanket to every family and warm hats and
socks for the children.”

“We helped several poor families in the Resen
area by bringing food parcels and hygiene
supplies. One family, comprised of father,
mother and two sons live in a small home
without electricity in the village of Brajcino.
They attended two Bible studies in our home
church, and they are very open for the Lord.
Please pray for them as we will try to help
them again by the grace of God.”

“We are in the middle of Alpha course
meetings and we are happy to see people
coming every time. They enjoy the fellowship
as much as the theme and the conversations
at the table.”
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value

Gifts with a
,
not just a price
Buying an Essential Gift on behalf of someone special to you will be a blessing
to both them and those who will directly benefit from your generosity.

HOW IT
WORKS

1. Choose your
Gift or Bundle
from more than
25 gift choices.

2. Place your
order online,
by post or
by phone.

3. Receive a
gift card to
pass on to your
friend or family
member.

1. 2. 3.
www.essentialgifts.org

